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I.—Fortian Po xitics. 
Unper the head-line “Iran and Iranian,” the Namai Mogoddas Hablul 


Persian politics. follows :— 

Strictly speaking, the meaning of the word ‘‘ State” is the act or state 
of the people being united together into a single whole, In fact, it is wrong 
to identify some one particularly with a State (tothe exclusion of others), 
whether as a chief, a king or an emperor. People have gained or lost 
according as they have put the right or the wrong interpretation upon the 
term. For fnstance, the Americans and the French understanding it in 
the right sense have considerably profited by their wisdom, inasmuch as 
their pomp and grandeur have since been hourly increasing and their power 
and strength multiplying a hundredfold, while, on the other hand, the Africans 
and the Indians had to see the total extinction of their powers for their 
failure to understand the real import of the wood. 

Now, one-tenth of the Persians have understood what right administra- 
tion is and also the advantages that accrue from a constitutional form of 
government such as Persia has got now. Surely, any change in it which 
is not consistent with the latter is calculated to result in a wholesale disorganiza- 
tion and a heavy loss to the country. It will also tend to make a loophole for 
foreign interference and to bring on the collapse of this ancient State. It 
is worth noting here that representative government is the best of all the 
forms of government as pronounced both by God and the Prophet, and it 
existed in Persia in bygone days. Really, it is by virtue of its constitutional 
government that England stands prominent amongst cther countries in the 
world, So, if the Persians seek earthly happiness and the continuance of 
their power, they should not grudge to sacrifice themselves for the good of 
the National Parliament and should do all they can to contribute vigour 
and strength to the institution, looking upon it as the advocate and the 

rotector of their rights and privileges. In fact, it is despotism that stands 
at the bottom of so many misfortunes which have befallen this country from 
time to time, It is to this despotism that Persia owes the loss of her 
territories, her commerce, her good reputation and finally her virtues, 
and in fact itis despotism that paves the way for the triumphal entry of the 
foreigner into one’s country. How is it that the forests of Iran, which, taken 
together, constitute the whole Empire of Japan, do not yield even so much 
income as a single forest in the latter country? Surely, this is due to 
despotism, which has almost ruined and has been ruining Persia all along. 

A constitutional government does not require such dignitaries as Sadr 
Azam and Wazier Azam for administrative purposes. A Prime Minister is 
a source of manifold disadvantages and troubles to the Asiatic powers, 
inasmuch as his very existence keeps the views of the King in abeyance. Not 
only does he stand in the way of the latter’s obtaining reports about those that 
are overbearing and refractory in the country, but at the same time takes 
advantage of his neglect in securing to himself. absolute power over the lives 
and property of the people. | 

It is now time for Persia to attend to her financial and military reforms 
and to introduce the system of militia, in order to recruit soldiers from among 
the people. Having regard to its general well-being, it is indispensible for 
it to provide two thousand cannon and five thousand arms of the new make, 
as also to have railway communications. In fact, considering their ignorance 
of military tactics and engineering, the Persians stand in need of instruction 
from the Japanese and the Americans. 


II.—Home ADMINISTRATION, 


(a)—Police, 


2. The Al Punch [Bankipur] of the 13th June reports a number of thefts 
committed in rapid succession in the city of 
| Patna for some time past. Seeing that some 
of the respectable gentlemen have been robbed in this way and & police 
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officer of the Maharajganj outpost assaulted by the thieves, the crime seems 
to have a@ tone of dacoity in it, and evidently life _and_propert 
will not be secure in the town, should the state of things continue. It is 
therefore incumbent upon the police, says the paper, to be wide awake and 
more vigilant than it 1s at present. 

3. The Manbhum (Purulia] of the 18th June says that gunda oppression 

is on the increase in Perio. The local police 
should lose no time in checking the budmashes, 
among whom there are both Hindus and Musalmans. ‘ The toddy-shop of 
the town is situate in a respectable locality. And it has become unsafe for 
people in general, and for ladies in particular, to pass by the road in front 
of the shop. The attention of Mr. A. K. Basu, the Excise Deputy Collector 
of the place, is drawn to the matter, and he is requested to transfer the shop 
to some place outside the town. | 

4. The Medint Bandhav |Midnapore! of the 19th June thinks that the 

-. . removal of the Kespur thana from Kespur to 
_ Rumoured removal of a thana Anandpur, which is rumoured to be under con- 
in Midnapore. ° “ay ; ‘ 
templation, will inconvenience the public. 

5. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 22nd June is in receipt of 

several reports stating that rain gambling is still 

Rain gambling at Barrabazar freely going on.in the Barrabazar portion of 
(Ualoutta). o : 2 ae . 
Calcutta and that the Rain Gambling Act does not 

appear to have a deterrent effect. The police officers generally do not arrest 
the gamblers, and when they take a fancy to do so, they seize the innocent and 
respectable men who have had nothing to do with the objectionable practice and 
the latter have to suffer punishment forno fault on their part. The Police 
Commissioner, says the paper, can appoint capable police officers to look to this 
affair who can successfully trace out the real culprits Seeing that many 
respectable men have been arrested for nothing instead of themselves, the 
gamblers have become more daring in their wicked pursuit. | 

6. The Yuganzar [Calcutta] of the 23rd June says that while last week 
the paper was being printed at the Kesav Printing 
Works, Shambazar, the police seized the blocks 
and made away with them. The Yugantar is 
usually printéd at the Sadhana Press, But the number of subscribers having 
enormously increased, part of the printing has occasionally to be done 
elsewhere. ‘The unusal conduct of the police is said to be due to the fact that 
permission to print the paper at a place different from that already named 
was not previously obtained.” This, according to the laws of the j/eringht, is 
said to be a heinous offence. } : 

7. Referring to the fact of the police having lately visited the Sham- 
bazar Press to secure a copy of the Sonar Bangali 
and to that of their having stopped the printing 
of the Yugantar then in progress there, the Hitvarta 
[Calcutta] of the 23rd June ‘enquires whether the police entered upon the 
above proceedings in pursuance of Government orders or at the dictate of 
Inspector Iahiri, The paper hears that the press is going to institute a 
damage suit against the police. 

8. A correspondent writes to the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 25th 
June to bespeak the attention of the Commissioner 
| of the Calcutta Police to the gang of swindlers 
who, he says, are at work every Saturday evening, on Harrison Road between 
College Street and the river, and on Strand Road between the Port Office and 
the Howrah Bridge, to trick rural people unacquainted with the dangers of town 
life. Two or three of these swindlers are found near the new Bengal- Nagpur 
Railway booking- office. 

Two specific instances of cheating are mentioned in this connexion. 

9. The Hitvaria [Calcutta] of the 23rd June notes :— 

Our Barisal correspondent writes to us to say 
_ that the police are committing lawlessness there, — 
in the way it pleases them the best. It has been proclaimed by Government 
that not more than five persons should walk together, on public streets, that the 
Government officials can do what they please and pase any order they choose. 


Gunda oppression in Purulia. 


The illegal printing of the 
Yugantar. 


The police and the Shambazar 
Press, 


Swindlers in Calcutta. 


Police oppression at Barisal 
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The high-handedness of the Gurkhas is daily increasing. They snatch away 
umbrellas from innocent people and sometimes kick and fist them. The 
Magistrafe of Barisal seems to be a wise man, doubtless, as it appears from 
the wisdom of his proceedings in infusing the terror of the British Lion into 
the minds of the local people. 
10. Referring to the alleged misconduct of the police in the Rawalpindi 
The police in the Rawalpindi 10% cases, the Yugantar [Calcutta] of the 23rd 
— ™ June says that the police are not for merely 
suppressing riots. It is also a part of their duties 
sometimes to create disturbances, so that they may have an opportunity of 
hammering and breaking the limbs of the people. These are the people, who, 
while they derive all their support from the country, work out its ruin with 
all their energy. What help can there be in the matter as long as the English 
sovereignty in India lasts? Talk of reforming the police, It is all nonsense. 
Unless the tree is cut at its root, the malady cannot be got rid of, — 

11. The same paper compares the police in a free country with the 
police in a subject country. Ina free country the 
police have a splendid chance of serving the 
country. But in a subject country they are mere puppets in the hands of 
others and possess all sorts of: vices. They are an engine of oppression to 
the people, and are in all ways most worthless specimens of humanity. Are 
they entirely devoid of self-respect and humanity? Do they uot feel the 
least compunction at the sad plight of their countrymen? The most reckless 
individual sometimes receives such a mental shock that his whole life is 
changed. Jagai ard Madhai are examples. Are native police officers so 
obdurate, so impervious to all feelings of repentance that they have not yet 
experienced the least impulse to atone for their past conduct ? : se 

Indian police officers may be divided into three classes. The first have 
little or no sympathy with their countrymen; even if they feel any healthy 
impulse at all it is not allowed to have any ascendency over their minds, but 
is smothered by a sort of blind obduracy. The second class try to suppress 
that feeling by selfish thoughts, by frivolous conduct and by other distractions. 
The third class has the fullest sympathy with the country’s aspirations, but 
ate obliged through sheer necessity to stick to their service. The country 
has nothing to expect from the first mentioned class of officers. The second 
class are not yet past all hope. But how they can be freed from the baneful 
‘influence of their environments is the question, It is on the third class of 
police officers that chief reliance is to be placed. If only appeal can be made 
in the way in which it ought to be made, response will surely come. 


Native police officers. 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


12. The Al Punch { Banki ur] of the 18th June notes that the readiness 

en ere with which Qazi Abuzafar, the Officiating District 

ont. Registray, Patua. > - SUb-Registrar of Patna, discharged his duties, during 

: the last eight months he worked as such, demands 

appreciation. 

13. Referring to the recent decision of the High Court in Babu Satish 

i tie lal Chandra Roy’s case, declaring that sword-sticke 

on Bor Bon ue eo (guptis) also fall under the category of swords, 

and that it is as much criminal to keep one without 

license, the Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 22nd June notes that from this 

decision of Justice Mitter it is evident that the knives used:in cutting vegetables 

and mending pens are to be reckoned as arms. The paper ironically glories 

at the good luck of the Indians, saying that fortunately for them the gupis is to 
be considered a sword now. | 

14. Referring to Deputy Magistrate. Maulvi Faizuddin’s remarke in 

: course of his judgment on the Dewangan] riot 

case, the same paper supposes that it is for 

this that the Maulvi has been trausferred from 
Mymensingh. oS - 

15. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 24th June opiticises the 

action of the Magistrate of Mymensingh in his 

letting off Ibrahim of Mymensingh, the supposed 
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writer of the Red Pamphlet, after simply making him enter into a recognizance, 
and remarks that proceedings like these have been tending to augment the 
suspicion of the Hindus. | 
16. The Sandhya [Calcutta] (without date, received on the 26th June) 
i writes as follows with reference to the sentences of 
Mothec» St sserifice to the death and transportation passed in connexion with 
the Comilla shooting case :-— ba 
It need not be said that this news will cause the acutest pain the entire 
country over. But we cannot help speaking on one point. Many will be 
surprised to hear of this failure of justice. What should there be any surprise 
for? They who are undera delusion, they who having read the feringhi’s 
books have learned to regard the fertnghi as an incarnation of justice,—they 
only will be surprised. When his interests are injured, the feringht is turned 
intoa demon. He is a man only in his outer covering, inside he is a beast. 
When interests are jeopardised, when jerks, as it were, are given, this outer 
covering slips off and the beast stands revealed. 
You have taken to the boycott and there is no escape for you at the 


Seringhi’s hands any more. Inthe Punjab an attempt was made by law to 


grind the bones of the raiyats and add to the revenue by 50 lakhs. But leaders 
like Lajpat Rai and Ajit Singh have by the influence of a wonderful agitation 
got this law disallowed. This makes the feringht angry. Two have been 
without trial summarily banished, and eminent men have been placed under 
custody. Gundas are attacking the houses of the vakil for the accused, and 
attempts are in progress to get him into trouble for the offence of tampering 
with the witnesses. By taking to the boycott you are trying to spoil their 
trade, and there is no safety any more, even for your gods and your goddess- 
like women, that is why we say there is no cause for surprise. | 

That they would hang Nibaran Babu was too well known. The witnesses 
a all hopelessly broken down, but neverthelss it is to be a sentence of 

anging. 

Ye, Nibaran Chandra, your name will become worthy of honoured 
remembrance, your portrait will be worshipped in every house. The sight 
of your face and the remembrance of your achievement will make Bengalis 
cease from fearing any more to yield their lives for their country. So long 
the Mother’s worship had not been performed according to the rules, The’ 
Mother’s worship is not complete unless a sacrifice is offered. You are the 
first sacrifice. Well done, well done. The feringht has murdered you, and 
this murder the Mother has accepted as a sacrifice. Come all ye wherever ye 
may be, come, the Mother calls for sacrifices. Place your neck in the Mother’s 
wooden stocks. “-<s - 

17. e Hindi Bangavasi | Calcutta} of the 
nind’ trial of the rioters at Rawal- oO4th June continues its report a the trial of the 
rioters at Rawalpindi. 

18. The Bankura Darpan [ Bankura) of the 23rd June suggests the 
ropriety of the Subdivisional Officer of Vishnupur 
eing vested with powers under sections 407 (2) 
and 435 (1) of the Criminal Procedure Code, in order that the delay and 
expense which are under existing conditions involved in carrying appeals 
from the decisions of second and third class Magistrates in the subdivision to 
the District Magistrate at sadar. 

The paper also speaks in terms of high praise of the popularity, of the 
activity and of the efficiency of Babu Rakhal Mohan Banerji, the present 
Subdivisional Officer of Vishnupur. | 


A suggestion. 


(d)—Education. 


19. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 17th June publishes an article in which 
i Mls the writer affects to be in a brown study while 
Be | y ® examining the interior of the Calcutta Senate 
House, which is styled golamkhana, or a hall for 

slave manufacture. The gist of the article is that the Calcutta University is 
guilty of the wholesale slaughter of innocent boys, for which, primarily, their 
parents and guardians who voluntarily sent them there, are responsible. The 


( 583 ) 


inference suggested is that the Calcutta University should be shunned as a 
very hell or a golgotha strewn with the bones of its unsuspecting victims. 


20. The Datly Hitavadi | Calcutta] of the 17th June writes as follows :— 
‘iiss leita ania If all the educational institutions in Bengal 
ne ecucmnonas® Grew’ gut off their connexion with the Calcutta Univer- 
sity and go over to the National Council of Education, Government will be 
obliged to fashion the University education according to the nation’s desire. 
It should be borne in mind that it is not sedition to disobey the Risley 
educational circular. And the University authorities will neither imprison nor 
ome sg a violator of an University rule, ‘The University can only disallow 

im to appear in University examinations, And this is what is necessary for 
the students of our country. If they can sever their connexion with the 
Calcutta University they can begin to acquire real manliness. 


21, The Birbhum Varia [Birbhum] of the 22nd June complains of the 
Sis ‘Susie ¢ the imsufficiency of accommodation in the boarding- 
Birbhum Zilla School, = =—S,:”—(<«éR OS! Attached to the Birbhum Zilla School. It is 
hoped that the Head Master of the school and the 

Divisional Inspector of Schools will see to the removal of this grievance, 


(¢)— Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


92. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 21st June writes how 
Basirhat town has been for about a month suffering 
from a virulent epidemic of small-pox, and makes 
it an opportunity of suggesting the propriety of the sanitary department of 
Government printing and circulating amongst the rural population vernacular 
ee pes out how they should deal with pox-cases, as far as laymen 
can deal. 


A suggestion. 


(g)—Raslways and Communicatrons, including Canals and Irrigation. 


23. The Ratnakar [ Asansol] of the 22nd June mentions a case of alleged 
high-handedness by Mr. Gibbs, Police Serjeant at 
Asansol. It appears that on the 18th instant, at 
about 6-30 p.m., a female aged about 22 or 23 and her younger brother aged 15 
or 16 came to Asansol station intending to travel by the No. 12-Up passenger 
train. She was waiting near the gate where tickets are collected, but as the rain 
came on at the time she moved over and sat where some other females were also 
waiting. All on a sudden the Police Serjeant Gibbs and a police constable came 
over, caught the hands of the lad, and after exchanging some words with him, 
marched him off to the police lock-up. The lad was released after the first 
warning bell had rung. Meanwhile his sister, who had her ticket with him 
and had not expected his early release, had left the station to find shelter in the 
nearest mosajirkhana. The paper concludes by -pomting out that Mr. Gibbs 
has been guilty of such high-handedness before this, but has hitherto managed 
to escape punishment, although his abettors in his former misdeeds have 
occasionally been brought to book. 


24. The Bihar Bandhu [Bankipur] of the 22nd June complains of 
the difficulty experienced by the inter and the 
third-class passengers in making their egress and 
ingress from and into the bogey carriages built at the instance of Lord Curzon. 
Each of these carriages is sometimes made to accommodate thirty-six to forty 
passengers, and having only a single door for both egress and ingress, the 
passengers find it very difficult to alight or to get in at roadside stations where 
the trains stop for about three minutes. Asa result many of the passengers in 
the compartment do not manage to find their way out into the station at which 
they have to get down, and are carried further on to another station, where 
excess fare is demanded from them. ‘This, says the paper, actually happened on 
the 14th June at the Bihta station, where some four or five pessengers had to 
keep in the train, perforce, being unable to get out for the above reason, and one 
of them, a soldier, jumping out from it while it had been in motion, had to fall 
flat on his face. The fact of there being only a single door in the carriage 
mainly accounts for this inconvenience and difficulties of the passengers, 
which therefore needs the attention of the Railway Board. 


A railway complaint. 
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25. The same paper finds fault with the administration of the East Indian 
nae Railway, seeing that only a short time before the 

A railway complaint, = arrival of trains the station lamps are lighted at a 
junction and so big a station as Bankipur, as they are done at smaller stations. 
The lamps, however, remain extinguished at. other times, even during 
dark nights. On the 15th June current, when there were a considerable 


number of passengers on the platform intending to catch the No. 11-Up night 


train, the lamps, says the paper, were lighted only five minutes before the train 
entered the station, Naturally, besides having ugly falls and coming into 
violent contact with each other in the dark, the passengers are in danger of 
falling victims to thieves. Under the circumstance, this parsimony on the part 
of the railway authorities should be done away with. 

26. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 22nd June says that complaints are 
pouring in from all quarters of thefts of fresh fruits 
on railways. The railway authorities are showing 
culpable indifference to this matter, most probably because the sufferers 


Thefts on railways. 


are Indians. | 


27. Referring to a number of railroad thefts on the Eastern Bengal State 

| Railway, the Bangavasit [Calcutta] of the 22nd 

onsgcurity of life and property June says that theft, murder and outrage on women 

ee have greatly increased on Indian railways, and 

that the railway authorities are responsible for this. The murderer of 

Sachindra Kumar has not yet been traced. All this bespeaks the total 

incapacity of the Railway Police. It is a wonder that the matter has not yet 
received serious consideration from the Railway Board or the Viceroy. 

28. A correspondent of the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 24th June 
speaks of the inconvenience which has resulted to 
the large number of passengers who congregate 
at Bogula railway station on the occasion of every festival, from the 
appropriation of the space heretofore reserved as waiting accommodation for 
third-class passengers to the uses of a booking-ofiice. 

29. A correspondent of the Howrah Aitaishi [Howrah] of the 22nd June 
| says that when the Rajapur shal in the Howrah 
ane Reiepur thal in theHowrah district was first opened, the authorities assured the 

local people that they would never again have to 


A railway complaint. 


suffer from the effeets of inundation and drought. But as a matter of fact, 


during the many years that have passed since the excavation of the ‘hai, people 
have repeatedly suffered from the effects of both. And it is a pity that 
although they have been made to pay the cost of the excavation of the shal, 
as well as other attendant expenses, they still suffer through failure of crops. 
The following are some of the causes which occasion inundation and drought 
in the locality :— 1) The width of the shal between Hantal and Teot Vasudey- 
pur is not sufficient and adequate to its three branches ; (2) owing to the con- 
fluence of the Kansa river with the khal below Vasudevpur, the river-water 
rushes in before the drainage of the water from above; (3) the bed of the 
khal is 20 or 22 cubits below the level of Fiagachhi, Mathghurali, Nimabalia, 
Tripurapur Ranmahal, Sialdanga, Kumarpur, Ichhapur, Garhbalia, Nijbalia, 
Badbalia, Jabanibalia, Pantihal, Hantal and other villages, so that if water 


1s required for the higher plots of land the lower ones are inundated, and 


if water is kept on the lower ones, the higher ones suffer from drought. 
The following remedies are suggested :— 


(1) To widen the khal where necessary. 

(2) T’o divert the mouth of the river. 

(3) To maintain water in the river all the year round. . 

(4) To open out a small branch through Paikpara or Rampur, situate 
near the river, and join it with the shal through the above- 
mentioned villages of Garhbalia, Ichhapur, Tripurapur, 
Nimabalia, Kumarpur, Ranmahal, Mathghurali, ete. 


(h)—General. 


30. The Jain Gazette [Arrah] of the 8th June is naturally astonished to 
see that the Government institutions are not closed 
on Jain holidays, as they do on those of the men of 
other persuasions, and attributes this to the fact 
of the Jains not representing the matter to Government. 


Government institutions not 
closed on Jain holidays. 
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31. The Pallivast [Kalna] of the 12th June writes:— 


How can we be happy and contented as long as 
: that Lion of the Punjab, Lala Lajpat Rai, remains 
a prisoner? Even Nanda Kumar had atrial. But Lajpat Rai’s offence will 
never be known: His fate has deprived the Indians of their peace of mind. 
Can the people refrain from weeping for that high-souled patriot who risked 
his all for the country? To us he will continue to be a god and not an 
offender as long as his guilt is not proved. If the brave Sikhs entertain the 
belief that Lala Lajpat is innocent, then, sooner or later, there may. be a 
conflagration. A mysterious wave, like that of an electric wave, is passing 
through the country and tending to unite the millions of India. The end of 
it all bids fair to be extremely sour. Many other distinguished leaders of the 
Punjab are in hajat. If such people have to suffer humiliation even for a day 
under barbarous laws for the offence of trying to further the cause of their 
country, then a craving for the sacrifice of self spontaneously arises, The 
attempt to crush the Punjab leaders is sure to fail. The more the British 
Government tries to scatter and confound them, the more indomitable will 
they become by the gracious gift of Chamunda (goddess Kai). Gradually 
the people will learn to contemn danger and punishment and will proceed 
to lengths unthought of before. The idea of holding India by the sword is 
a ridiculous idea. History shows the utter impossibility of keeping under 
control millions of people in a country situate at the other extremity of mighty 
oceans. It is because the Indians are instinctively loyal, that they have not 
so long claimed equal rights with them, although fully conscious of their 
equality with Englishmen in knowledge and abilities. Now that they have 
received light from the West, they now demand swaraj. How this yearning 
aud demand for political nghts can be checked by the power of the sword, 
Englishmen alone can say. | 


32. The same paper writes :— 


The present situation. 


To restore peace to India it is necessary to 
see what the people want. They want nothing 
new: they only want food. The swadeshi agitation has discovered the means 
of supplying that want. Isit criminal to try to find out one’s means of 
livelihood? Let the Government abandon its crooked policy and sincerely 


@ How can peace be restored ? 


Tote pina gran ean 


PALLIVast, 


PALLIV ASI > 


try to improve the industrial resources of India and thereby improve the . 


material condition of the people, and the much-dreaded unrest will disappear 
inaday. -But it is impossible simultaneously to please the English merchant 
and to improve the industrial arts of India, Let the interests of the British 
Empire and those of India be identical. Should not. the policy be abandoned 
which fails to enhance the people’s loyalty ? , 


33. In expressing its great disappointment at the reforms outlined by 
Mr. Morley, the Murshidabad Hitatshi | Murshibabad ] 
of the 12th June writes that when the people 
expected bread, they have got a stone. Anyhow, Indians do not want 
anything from Government now, for they have learnt self-reliance. _ 


34, The Sri Sré Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
| ae 13th June writes that all are now convinced that 
pout Hare and the situation in Mr, Hare does not keep himself correctly informed 

astern Bengal. ° ; : ; x ; 
of what is happening in his province, but is 
robably content merely to swallow the incorrect information supplied to bim 
y Messrs. Beatson-Bell and Garlic and pass it on to the Viceroy, who, again, 
passes it on to Mr. Morley. This is the way things are being mismanaged, and 
that is why discontent is increasing in the country. 


35. The Soltan [Calcutta] of the 14th June says that in the Ekdala and 

: - Kesar Adé looting cases in the Rajshahi district 

hee anuiing cases in the Bej- the police made indiscriminate arrests. One 

: innocent school-boy has also been arrested. The 

guilty should be punished, no doubt. But how is it that so many innocent 

men have been rotting in hajat? The Hindu police made the arrests, but a 

-Muhammadan Deputy Magistrate is to try the cases. Very clever arrangement 
this, no doubt! 


Mr. Morley’s reforms. 
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86. The Soltan [Calcutta] of the 21st June counsels Government not 
to harass the loyal Musalman population without 
Government and Musalmansin provocation by committing oppression. The 
East Bengal. , ! 
strongly repressive measures which have been 
directed against the weak Musalmans in Rajshahi, Jamalpur, Comilla and 
elsewhere bode no good to Government. Musalmans have been hitherto 
unwaveringly loyal, but whelps of lions as they are, how Jong will they 
continue silently suffering illegal oppression ? 
87. The Bankura Darpan { Bankura] of the 16th June writes as follows :— 
; In all our political agitations we should always 
What the Indians shoulddo, = Jonember that India is under the rule of a 
sovereign belonging to a foreign nation and a foreign country. It may be 
justifiable on the part of a subject people to demand from their alien sovereign 
rights and privileges which the inhabitants of an independent country can 
receive from their own sovereign, but it is not always possible for the alien 
sovereign to grant these demands. Specially, where the foreign sovereign 
is under a democratic constitution, he has to be very careful in granting rights 
and privileges to the subject people, lest the interests of the sovereign people 
should thereby be injured. The English sovereign of India has to govern 
the country according to advice given by representatives of the British people, 
And how is it possible for these representatives to give their consent to 
matters prejudicial to their national interest? In this state of things, the real 
duty of the Indians consists at present in trying to get the favour of the 
sovereign people instead of being angry with the ruling power. We should, 
therefore, quietly inform the English people of our wants and grievances and 
show our fitness for high political privileges. A number of short-sighted 
people’ are aspiring to get all the rights and privileges which Englishmen 
enjoy. These people do not consider that the English themselves had to 
struggle long for them. It is because the Boers have sufficiently proved 
themselves worthy of self-government that they have got it. We should be 
grateful to the English for the rights and privileges they have pny given 
us, and try to be worthy of higher ones and free from such faults as lower us 
in the estimation of the English, — 
_ ‘The English being foreigners in this country, it is quite natural that they 
should look on us with suspicion, only the degree of their suspicion is greater 


_ than what is warranted by the situation. Just as a faithful servant wins the 


SaNDHYA, 
June 17th, 1907. 


BayGAVASst. 
June 22nd, 1907. 


confidence of his master, so a loyal subject wins the affection of his sovereign. 
Many Englishmen distrust the Indians, simply because they do not at all 
know the latter. This ignorance.ought to have been removed long ago. All 
our wants and grievances will be removed by constitutional agitation. And 
people should not find fault with everything that Government does, : 
38. Referring to the impending visit of Sir Andrew Fraser to Simla, the 
Sir Andrew Fraser's visit to 7™@4y% [Calcutta] of the 17th June fails to 
ink. CT S-sSarmise why His Honour should now go to Simla. 
In the absence of any important business, it is 
possible the two Lats will determine what should be done with the two items 
of business now on hand, viz., the swadeski and the supression of students. A 
decision will be come to with regard to these matters one way or the other. 
There is curiosity all round, sys the writer, to see what attitude His Honour 
assumes after his return from Simla. 
39. The Bangavasi 1 a ya of the 22nd June says that the visit of 
Sir Andrew Fraser and Mr. Hare to Simla has 
roused grave suspicions in the minds of many 
people, because such affairs have, several times in 
the past, been followed by grave mishaps for the people of this country. 
Once when Sir Charles Elliott was Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal he hurriedly 
came down from Kushtia to Calcutta. This was followed by the prosecution 
of the Bangavasi for sedition. Again, Sir Bampfylde Fuller’s visit to Lord 
Curzon at Agra was followed by the inauguration of a rule of violence in 
Eastern Bengal. Mr. Hare, also, when he succeeded to Sir B. Fuller’s 
gaddi, went to see Lord Minto. Coercion will increase instead of decreasing 
the current discontent. But the authorities appear to be bent on smearing 
their faces with the ink which now blackens their hands».  +§-§ 3 =§# ' 


The visit of Sir Andrew Fraser 
and Mr. Hare to Simla. 
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40. The Daily Hitavads [Calcutta] of the 19th June writes as follows :— 
If discontent really prevails in India, it can 
be cured only by a thorough overhauling of the 
administrative system ofthe country and by granting the demands of the 
educated community, and not by an application of physical force. Force can 
conquer, but cannot make friends. The Indians can be made to keep quiet 
for the present by means of force, but will it remove their discontent? The 
Imperialistic English will never apply the true remedies, and the discontent 
will never be removed. oe 
We know that we will incur the displeasure of the authorities if we speak 
the truth, But truth we must speak, for that is our mission. 
41. With reference to the announcement. lately made by the Statesman 
of Calcutta that Government has warned four 
ee Cal- Calcutta papers to moderate their tone, the Nava- 
sakis [Calcutta] of the 19th June remarks that the 
papers which have been served with the warnings are not at all afraid or anxious, 
and concludes by suggesting that the Englishman of Calcutta should have also 
been warned, along with the Mihir-o-Sudhakar, for creating race-hatred. 
42. Referring to the last speech of Mr. Morley on the Indian Budget 
‘ie — Debate in Parliament, the Marwari Bandhu [Cal- 
Budget Debata. = SS”~SC«ttta.) of the 19th June questions the utility of the 


Discontented India. 


_ proposed expansion of the local Councils and the. 


establishment of the Advisory Council of Notables, presuming that it is men 

like Nawab Salimullah and other seekers of Government favour that 
would mainly constitute the institution. 4 

43. The Howrah Hitaisht |Howrah] of the 22nd June writes as follows 

Me. Mori de witb reference to the use of the expression ‘our 

india. seme”? by Mr. Morley in the course of his 

Budget speech :— | 


Through whose fault, through whose misgovernment, through the cruel 
eperation of whose crooked conspiracy is it that the India which in Mr. Morley’s 
Opinion was even six months back not the home of unrest and discontent, 
and in which six months ago, political agitation and the aspirations and 
aims of the agitators were not held objectionable, has to-day become the home 
of unrest, discontent and sedition? Asthe result of whose fault, of whose 


inattention, of whose conduct, that is, which may be likened to a pot of venom 


with nectar at the mouth, has the entire educated community of India become 
enemies of the Emperor of India? Is this not due to the illiberal, despicable 
and barbarous methods of government of the Liberal statesman, Mr. Morley, 
and his associates and subordinates, to their crooked policy and to their feelings of 


hostility? Reflect again, if with the spread and development of the policy and 


methods of government which have turned the agitators into your enemies, the 
number of your enemies will not also increase. Ponder coolly if with the spread 


of education this feeling of discontent and distrust towards you spreads, and if 


then even one-tenth of the 30 crores of the Indian population take up a real 
attitude of enmity towards you, will strength equal to that of ten Englands 
combined be able to meet the situation? It is lucky that the Indians, both 
educated and uneducated, have not yet begun acting towards you like enemies. 
It is lucky that, as yet, though they wish to stop your trade, they have not 
risen against your authority asrulers; itis lucky that as yet they have not 
gone beyond criticising and pointing out the defects of your policy as rulers, 
and tried wholly to free themselves from the shackles of your administration ; 
it is lucky that as yet they have not tried to ‘tear into shreds by main 
force the rigid bonds of your laws, all which are reasons why you still go 
scot-free in spite of your tryrannically conducting yourselves, and governing 
and legislating. That is why in spite of trampling on them you do not 


get a fitting reply. But be careful. Do not by repeatedly describing them as. 


“enemies” without cause (as you have done once) convert them into enemies. 
Do not repeatedly act like an enemy towards them and thereby call forth 
a retaliatory spirit in them. You are the rulers and the Indians are the ruled. 
So long as this sacred relation remains intact, so long will they remain attached 
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to you, stand in awe of you, and willingly, or unwillingly, will certainly as 


far as possible obey yeur orders, your counsel and your laws, whether these - 
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are just or unjust (provided these are not inimical to the future'progress of 
the entire race o to the rights and privileges given by God). .And you - 
also will be able, whether by fraud by force, or by the rigid bonds of law, 
even amidst this acute discontent and excitement, to claim from them a 
loyalty which will be only another name for flattery. _ 

ut, know that as goonas on your own initiative you turn them into 
enemies, call them enemies publicly, so soon will the attitude of the Indians 
towards your authority as rulers cease to be one befitting the ruled, Those 
who to-day regard it as a heinous sin for the ruled to rebel . against the 
authority or to violate the majesty of the rulers of the State and do not 
hesitate quietly to put up with endles oppressions, will to-morrow, when they 
will understand that the sacred relation between the English and the Indians 
as rulers and the ruled has ceased, and that the attitude of enmity such 
as exists between the devourer and the devoured is being accepted and acted. 
on by the English officials, not refrain from confronting these officials 
as enemies, thinking that it is a man’s duty to resist the enemy’s attack. 
That’s why we say again to Mr. Morley not to be blinded by the pride 
of prosperity into failing todiscriminate between friend and foe and into 
thoughtlessly saying and doing and counselling whatever he lists. If, as 
happened in the case of the cowherd boy of the fable, who used to cry 
out ‘‘ There’s a tiger coming,” the cry of “ There is rebellion” really brings on a 
rebellion one day in India, do not in this manner restrict the means for 
checking it. , oe 

44, Referring to Mr. Morley’s Budget speech, the Daily Hitavad: ( Calcutta } 

Bis Mestiets been see of the 22nd June writes as follows:— 

a _ Mr. Morley has expressed satisfaction that he 
has been able to reduce the salt tax in India. But the man, who instead 
of looking upon tbe salt tax which compels the inhabitants of sea-girt 
India to buy salt from the Government, as a disgrace to British rule, trumpets 
forth his own praise after reducing its amount by eight annas per maund, may 
be ‘‘ honest,” but he isnot “generous.” The Punjab is hard oppressed with 
taxation, Madras is badly discontented, and official persecution is rampant 
in Guzerat. The fact that the coffers of the State have been filled with 
money extracted by force from the people of the country does not necessarily 
indicate prosperity of the latter. High prices are prevailing in every province, 
andin many places there is actual famine. But still Mr. Morley has blandly 
proclaimed India to be prosperous. The English are ruining the arts and 
industries of the country on the pretext of free trade. In the garb of 
rulers they are extracting money from the people and in the garb of merchants 
purchasing food-grains at high prices, and thus depriving poor people of the 
means of their livelihood. Want of food, want of clothing ak indebtedness 
prevail throughout the country. No country can be prosperous under a 
forign rule, so that we should not expect any prosperity. It is only where 
the interest of the sovereign and of the subject are the same that the latter 
can prosper. | 

In speaking about military expenditure, Mr. Morley has said that it is 
not possible at the present time to reduce it. If the true duty of the sovereign 
towards the subject were performed in the administration of India, Mr, Morley 
would never have hesitated to reduced military expenditure. The Indians 
have no thirst for blood, they are peace-loving and grateful, The history 
of Lord Ripon’s administration shows how they overflow with gratitude on 
receiving even very small favours. It does not redound to the glory of the 
English rule to extract money from such a people by brute force. If the 
English do not trust the Indians, no army, bowever vast, will save the 
empire from the destruction which this distrust will bring on it, The Moghul 
Empire also was destroyed in this manner. | 

By singing the praise of Sir B. Fuller, Mr. Morley has only sullied his good 
name. And for his defence of the deportation of Lala Lajpat Rai and. 
Ajit Sing, thanks to his honesty. 

Mr. Morley’s speech gives us an idea as to how he will govern India. 
In this it has fully disappointed us, Those who sit at the helm of the Govern- 
ment can govern in any way they like. But no intelligent man should obstruct 
the natural course of affairs brought on by time. The Indians want swaraj simply. 
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tosave themselves from the draining away oftheir resources by foreign merchants 
and officials, Their object is not to cause a political revolution in another’s domi- 
nion. But through the stratagem of the oppressive Civilians in India, the Secretary 
of State is unable to realise this, The Civilians themselves have generated 
discontent in this country by their oppressions,, and now they are defending 
their despotism by charging popular leaders with having preached sedition 
and incited: rebellion. The Civilians do not care for the popular discontent, 
for in their opinion the sword isits sure remedy. They want anyhow to 
keep the monetary drain of the country free. History, however, proves that 
the sword is not the sure remedy of popular discontent. _ , 
- .° 45, Mr. Morley has said, writes the Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 22nd 
! ae in sala ah ia June, that the Indians are incapable of governing 
i sy ahaa "" India. but we shall show that it is Mr. Morley, 
who is fatteninng himself on our money, and who 

is to-day full of vituperations against us, who is really incapable of governing 
India, Mr. Digby, in his book named ‘Prosperous British India,” writes :— 
‘‘ Tt was a Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, still living and engaged in strenuous 
work in London, who a few years ago, remarked, in response to a suggestion, 
that closer co-operation, in the higher spheres of rule, between Europeans and 
Indians would give the latter an opportunity of teaching us many things we 
did not know.” Had this co-operation existed between Europeans and Indians 
in the higher spheres of administration, would Fuller, Hare, Minto, Ibbetson and 
other officials have proved themselves incapable of governing India at every step ? 
Does the present horrifying stute of things under the Morley-Minto rule 
prove their capacity to rule India? Has not the present unrest in Eastern 
Bengal been caused by officials themselves? Tho breakers of the peace in 
the new province have openly accused, them of having incited the disturbances, 
If you had the least capacity torule India, would you have introduced the 
Punjab Colonisation Bill, which raised a huge wail throughout the province ? 
Was not the disturbance in-Cocanada caused by the assault of a boy by 
Dr. Kemp? Eighty years ago, Sir Thomas Munro, the then Governor of 
Madras, said :—‘' They (natives) are in general better accountants, more patient 
and laborious, more intimately acquainted with the state of the country, and 
the manners and customs of the inhabitants, and are altogether more efficient 
men of business.” But Mr. Morley would say that the indians are incapable 
of governing India. Asa matter of fact, the Indians are pre-eminently fit 
to govern India. And it is they who are really governing tle country now. 
Had any Indian been now occupying the place which Mr. Morley holds, most 
probably India would not, today, have been convulsed by serious disturbances 
all over. 
46, Under the marginally-noted head-line, the Hindi Bangavast [Calcutta] 
of the 24th June says :— 
: Evidently Mr. Morley has got giddy about his 
head. Hence it is that he has been saying at random what has been lying 
uppermost in his heart. Selfish and insensible as he is, he has been advertising 
his greatness himself. Whether it may be of any good or not, we would, at 
any rate, like to say that it isnot the educated Indians, as Mr. Morley 
pronounces, but Mr. Morley himself who is incapable of working the elabor- 
ate machine of the Indian Government, and equally so the other members 
of the Liberal Government who deal with matters relating to the Indian 
administration. ies 

47. Referring tothe disturbances in the Madras Presidency, the Sri 
Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananaa Bazar Paitrika [Calcutta] 
of the 20th June oliserves :— | 


We are astounded to see now the Government officials, through fear of a 
mutiny, are taking extraordinary precautionary measures. It is the charac- 
teristic of old age to be over-careful, and Lord Minto’s excess of care and 
caution is thus natural. But Sir Andrew Fraser is to be congratulated on 
the coolness which His Honour has displayed in the midst of the turmoil of 
the metropolis. He knows that there is no possiblity of a mutiny or any 
serious unrest here. Thus we have no prosecutions for sedition, nor have 
public meetings been interdicted. 


Who is incapable? | 


The unrest in India. 


BaSGAVASE, 
June 22nd, 1902, 


Hryp1r BanGaivVAst, 
June 24th, 1907. 


Sri Sai Visunxv 
PRIYA-0-ANWANDA 
BaZaR PATRIKA, 


June 20th, 1907, 


Sai Sri VISHNU 
PRIYA-O-ANANDA 
BazaR PATRIKA: 


June 20th 1907. 


Sri SRI VISHNU 
PRIYa-O-ANANDA 
BaZaB PATRIKA. 


SANJIVANI, 
J une 20th, 1907, 


Hindi Banaavasl, 
June 24th, 1907, 


( 800 ) 


48. The same paper writes:— a : . 

—C Barisal now occupies the serious attention of 
Government. ‘There is no knowing what a bitter 
end the incidents will lead to. The powerful British Government seems to have 
lost its mental equilibrium, and the Local Government: betrays an equal 
amount of nervousness. The Government is now engaged in war with tender 
infants. What has actually happened is this. A few people have begun to 
deliver speeches demanding swaraj, and Government is afraid lest the Bengalis 
should deprive the British of their empire. But the persecution of mere boys 
is a very disgraceful act. As stated in the Hindu Sastras, Maharaja Kansa 
killed the infant sons of Vasudev and Debaki, and the cup of. his iniquities 
was full tothe brim. Then appeared Sri Krishna and rid the world of its 
scourge. ‘There is nothing so potent in hastening downfall as the repression 
of boys. 2 | 

The persecution of boys at Barisal has really frightened us, We do not 
believe that swaraj will be established even if the English leave India, Nor 
are we enamoured of a tyrannical Hindu king, though we are Hindus. Many 
thoughtful men are averse to joining an agitation for swaray, believing it to be 
an impossiblity under the present circumstances. But just mark the impatience 
of the Government. How is it that those who are in a position to feel 
the pulse of the whole country with the greatest ease are making such a 
tremendous row over nothing? The Barisal authorities are pursuing boys 
who cry Bande Mataram or are watching if anybody were out into the streets 
stick in hand. What a sight! 


49, By reducing the duty on salt, writes the same paper, Government 
claims the gratitude of the Indians. Mr. Morley 
The reduction of the seltduty hag also proclaimed the generosity of Government 
and its effect. ° ‘ ° ° 
in this respect in his Budget speech. How the 
people have been benefited by the measure will appear from the following 
account of an experienced merchant who possesses special knowledge. | 
To the question, ‘‘ Why has not the price of salt fallen, although the duty 
upon it has been reduced by Lord Minto?” the salt merchant replied, the 
reduction is only 8 annas per maund. Formerly for every hundred maunds 
of salt, the duty was Rs. 150; now it is Rs. 100. Government thought salt 
would be cheaper by reason cf the reduction of the duty. But foreign 
merchants knew that everybody would be ready to purchase salt at Rs. 2 per 
maund, and so they increased the price by the amount that Government 
reduced the tax, thus adding to their former profits. It is the foreign 
merchants, therefore, who have frustrated the benevolent purpose of the 
Government. While Government reduced 8 annas per maund, the foreign 
merchants charged 2 annas more. In last Magh, the rate per 100 maunds 
was Rs. 45, now it is Rs. 80 at Messrs. Turner & Co.’s. It would be better 
therefore if, instead of reducing the duty, Government charged Rs. 1-8 per 
maund as before, as the effect of the reduction has been simply to benefit the | 
foreign merchant at the expense of the people. 


It will appear from the above why, in spite of the reduction of the duty 
on salt, the Indians have not been able to profit by it. 


50. The Indian Daily News says, writes the Sanj vant [Calcutta} of the 
Rea ee Re 20th June, that the Government of Bengal has 
1 en pos“ engaged a number of detectives, expert in short- 
hand writing, to take down verbatim the speeches 
that are delivered in public meetings. But there'is no shorthand system for 
the Bengali language. What will, therefore, be done in respect of speeches 
delivered in Bengali? Weare glad, continues the writer, at this move on 
the part of the Government, because the spectre of sedition will cease to haunt 
it, if it knows the true import of the speeches. 3 


61. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 24th June is surprised at the 
fear of Government in its having resolved, as the 


«Repression of boys at Barisal.” 


Gevernment and the _ public 


meetings. paper hears, to have the purport of the political 


speeches occasionally delivered in the country 
taken down and communicated to it by the Detective Police officers. 


ee ae! 
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52, With reference to a Bog pes that Mr. K. G. Gupta will visit 
: ea ee ' -Canada, Norway, etc., in connexion with the 
Nendagagetens gene inquiry into: fistrorics in Bengal which he is: now 
conducting, the Daily Hitavadi (Calcutta] of the 21st June suggests the 
propriety of his visiting Japan and the Saghalien Islands also; and the paper 
concIndes with an inquiry as to what the Government, which is domg so much | 
for the fish of Bengal, is doing for the men of the provinee, who are dying by 
lakhs every year of malaria end other epidemics; and also as to what action 
it proposes taking in -referénce to the extending cultivation of jute and 
the resultant rising prices of rice. __ pone es 

53. Referring to the appointment of Sirdar Bala Sahib as Second 

ae Se Lieutenant of the 103rd Marhatta Infantry which 
m. sppointment of Sirdar Bala hag been recently reported by the Priya Bandhu of 

gh. | “ie 
Bombay, the Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 22nd 
June remarks that during the Muhammadan administration of India, the 
Indian officers were credited with the capability of making conquests, but now 
the ig) farce of an Indian prince with great difficulty even to a second 
grade Lieutenantship creates a surprise. _ . : 
' 54. . Referring to the proposal to appoint a Factory Labour Commission 
ae for India, the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 
etn PrP oni * «23rd June asks, why do not the philanthropic 
| gentlemen, whose hearts have been moved by the 
sufferings of labourers, urge the Secretary of State for India to appoint a 
Commission to consider the larger questions of famine and pestilence which 
have become chronic in India? che 
55. Under the marginally-noted heading, the Aitvarta [Calcutta] of the 
23rd June speaks as follows :— 

es oe From the Government proceedings it appears 
Ore OAC, te ondian sub- that it tolerates the enormities perpetrated by its 
j pa : | 

executive officers, but is, on the other hand, seized 
with thirst after the blood of its Indian subjects on their slightest fault. In 
the first place, notwithstanding the fact that Sir Charles Elliott and high 
officials admitted the injustice of Lord Lansdowne’s proceedings, in bis 
passing the Age of Consent Act, the local Bangavast was charged with spread- 
ing disaffection and consequently prosecuted, when it discussed the unwisdom: 
of the Government measure. Likewise when the Bombay Government ‘stirred 
up ill-feelings among the people, it was the fate of the Marathi papers to come 
in for the oppression of the Government officials, Again, by passing a new 
Act in the Punjab, the Government harassed the local people a good deal and 
subsequently laid the whole blame at the doors of the lesa public leaders, on 
their advising the people to protest against the Government measure. 

Reflecting upon the state of things in Eastern Bengal, we notice 
that in order to arrest the progress of the swadeshks agitation the Government 
sought to win over the Muhammadans and induced them to oppress the Hindus 
by looting their bazars, violating their womenkind and mutilating their idols, 
but notwithstanding, Mr. Morley and Lord Minto did not hesitate in saying 
that it was owing to the atrocities committed upon them by the Hindus that 
the Muhammadans were thus naturally stirred up. Evidently, it appears to 
be the way of the executive officials to give a horrible clothing to a flimsy 
matter, while bringing it to the notice of Government, in order to shake the 
popular credit, inasmuch as it is in so doing that they seek to have ample 
opportunities of committing high-handedness. 

Generally, Government does not listen to us when we urge upon ifs 
attention the question of improving the material condition of the Indian 
people, but when we take to agitating in this connexion, it calls for the aid 
of artillery and legislation to repress us. Government does not like to make 
amends, even on its admitting the injustice of its doings. _ 


DaILy Hitavanl, 
June 21st, 1907. 


BHARAT MITRA, 
June 22nd, 1907. 


Daiti Hrravapi, 
June 23rd, 1907, 


HITVARTA, 
June 23rd, 1907. 


We should not, however, lose heart and give up political agitation. It 


has now been fully understood that prayer and adulation can do no good to us, 


But we should, at the same time, guard against being extremists, or else most of 
us Will be liable to deportation. We desire that all the Indian public leaders 
should unite together, forgetting all party feelings. We do not approve of 
the proposal of sending a deputation to England, inasmuch as we believe that 
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nothing can be more efficacious in reforming our ‘condition than the swadeshi 
agitation. It now behoves the Indian people in general to make it a point to 
use swadeshi articles in preference to those of foreign manufacture and to 
send their children for education to the national institutions; From the way 
in which Government has been treating us, it appears. that should we fail fo 
have self-government we shall be put to great distress. In conclusion, we would 
like the public leaders to tell us without delay what we should reasonably do. 
in this connexion, | | 7 : 

56. The Daily Httavadi Beers of the 24th June writes that the. 

deportation of the two Punjab leaders has indeed. 
caused grief to his countrymen generally, but not 
to themselves or to their relations, For Lajpat’s family have _spiritedly 
declined an allowance from Government, and: Ajit Singh’s brother, Kishan 
Singh, has written to the papers describing the deportation as a matter of 
honour to the family. Even the ignorant Punjab rustic respectfully bows 
when he hears Barisal mentioned. The patriots who have been humiliated by 
Government have won honour from their countrymen. ‘This is hopeful indeed 
from the popular point of view. , | 

57. The Sandhya —a . the — J =" after ——o oor a 

. Myr. e, a Municipal Sanita uperintendent 
ee Delhi, lately gave ” push mg A mehier, who had 
gone to him to get his wages a day before the appointed time, as a result of 
which push, the man fell down and died, and how the police reported that the 
man was seriously diseased at the time he died, proceeds :— 

‘This incident of the murder of a black by a white is. neither new nor 
amazing. For sons of the soil to attain to paradise through the blows or kicks 
of the feringhis has now become an every-day incident. 

As Mr, Hyde is a feringhi he cannot be supposed to be capable of lying 
after having murdered a mehter. It is impossible. According to his statement, 
at the time he gave the push, the dead man was in a very bad way indeed, 
and the push came at a most crucial moment. Mr, Hyde has been released on 
bail, but what if bail had not been granted, would the feringhi have fled from 


The deported Punjabi leaders. 


‘the country ? And after all, what offence has he committed to be put to all 


this humiliation? Itis strange indeed that the Englishman. and the Anglo- 
Indian Defence Association have not yet bestirred themselves over this case. 

It is not that there willbe no trial—all the formalities of taking evidence, 
hearing Counsel, and giving judgment will be observed, and then——. 


I1],—_LEGISLAIION. 


58, The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 22nd June writes as follows :— 

| — There is a class of people who deprecate the 
renee of Legislation Coun- projected expansion of Legislative Councils in 
India on the ground that it will not give the non- 
official members a majority in them. But is it not madness to demand a non- 
official majority in the Councils, because that is tantamount to asking the 
English to clear out bag and baggage? As for ourselves, the question of 
expansion of Legislative Vouncils never engages our serious thought. Weare | 

really sorry for those who would move heaven and earth over this matter. 
09, Referring to the suggestion of the Statesman that while increasing 
the number of the non-official members in the 
L foi contemnintes reform of the Legislative Council, the Government should invest 
the latter with certain powers, the Hindi Bangavas 
[Calcutta] of the 24th June notes:—say what the Statesman may to the 
contrary, Government will never confer more powers upon the native members 
than what it considers them to be deserving of, ‘I'he Indians have, in fact, 
been wasting their lives, says the paper, while thus hoping to kiss the moon, 
adding that should they have exerted in this way in connexion with their 
own work or in connexion with work relating to the well-being of their 

country, much good would have, of course, been the result. 


V1I.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


60. The arrest of Leakat Husain and Abdul Ghafore for their distribut- 
Leak + Husginand the Govern. ing at Barisal the pamphlet headed ** Muhamma- 
ment, dans do not be apostates” should not, says the 
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Al Punch [Bankipur) of the 13th June, lead the people to believe that the 
Muhammadans also have been taking a practical part in the swadeshi agitation. 
The shrewd observers can, however, easily make out the right thing, 
inasmuch as the friendliness of the Muhammadans towards the swadeshi 
movement cannot be concluded from such avowed actions of only one ot 
two of them who have decidedly no status in the Islamic world. The cries 
of the swadeshi and the boycott as raised by the bare-headed wmashas 
(meaning Bengalis) have always been repulsive to the Moslems’ ears, and the 
paper itself has been constantly warning the latter, from the very beginning, 
against participating in the movement. | 

61. The Soéan [Calcutta] of the 21st June writes that upon a perusal 
of the leaflet for circulating which Maulvi Leakat 
| Husain has been arrested at Barisal, it stands 
amazed at the crack-headedness and perversion of intellect displayed by 
Government. Properly considered, the leaflet is a mere nothing. An 
anonymous writer of Dinapur in Bihar, writing on page 6 of the Bomba 
daily Sultan-ul-Akhbar of the 24th May, has quoted an aye? from the Koran 
and sought to prove therefrom that obeying the behests of the British Govern- 
ment is a bounden duty. The meaning of this aye? is ‘‘carry out, 
you, the behests of Khoda and of Rasul, and acknowledge dependence on 
those amongst you who are foremost or influential.” Eminent commentators 
have interpreted mfluential men here to mean learned men who write works 
on law, and some have also included in the meaning Musalman Sultans. 
But up to the present, no flatterer, to gain worldly ends and to please 
Government, has in interpreting a certain word in that ayet left out 
doctors-in-law and Musalman Emperors and brought the English under 
the scope of this ayet, and thereby sought to prove that carrying out 
their behests was a bounden duty and, in so doing, has injured the 
cause of religion. This Dinapur flatterer has surpassed even the 
Sudhakar’s: party. Maulvi Leakat Husain has issued a small leaflet of 15 or 
20 lines. protesting against the statement of this enemy of religion, and 
flatterer, and it is this which constitutes the sedition of which he is accused. 
There would have been some justification for Government’s hatred of Musal- 
mans if this leaflet had even a thousandth part of the hatred of Government 
which inspires articles daily published in papers conducted by Hindus like 
the Sandhya, the Yugantar, Bande Mataram, New India, the Amrita Bazar 
Pairika, etc. What this poor Maulvi has written is an injunction of the 
Musalman faith. By quoting another ayeé from the Koran he has proved 
that Christians and Jews cannot be guardians or leaders of Musalmans. 


Leakat Husain’s leaflet. 


What can be the reason then that Leakat Husain is held guilty for publishing 


that which is in the Koran, that which is the sense that the Tafsis are full of ? 
It is doubtful if the two Musalmans who have: been arrested at Barisal know 
so mueh as the alphabet of political agitation, and even if they know it, it 
is not known whether they ever gave any utterance to it. If Leakat Husain 
has been arrested for preaching swadesht, then why are the thousand others 
who are similarly preaching swadesht also not arrested? One knows that 
Government is stern to the weak and weak to the stern.. The poor Musal- 
mans. have no influence either pecuniary or otherwise. There will be nobody 
to say anything if the jails are filled with them. On the other hand, the 
authurities have no eye for those who are strong, who are kicking at the heads 
of the officials any number of times. To punish Leakat. Husain, will be the 
same thing as to seriously hurt the Musalman religion and humiliate the 
Koran. . Yor the poor man has only made public the sense of the Koran. 

62. The Mihtr-o-Sudhakar [Caleutta) of the 21st June, after expressing 
pleasure at the arrest of Leakat Husain, gives 


ocket Hinsein end hie party. 1,4 following a8 the names of the men of his 
| party :— 
(1) Leakat Husain, of Patna. mt Dr. Guffar, of 24-Parganas. 
(2) Abdul Husain, of Hooghly. 4) (Teacher) Dedar, of Calcutta. 


(5) (Teacher) Hedayet, of Dacca. 
They are all in receipt of pay, hired speakers ; all sham. 


SoLTaN, 
June 2ist, 1907. 
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At PuncHs, 
June 18th, 1907. 


SOLTAN, 
June 14th, 1907. 


SOLTAN. 


YoGantTaR, 
June 16th, 1902. 


YUGANTAR. 
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63. In its leading article, the A? Punck [Bankipur} of the 13th June 

| seeks to prove, by advancing numerous arguments, 
a and the Moslem the misimpression of the Amriia Bazar Patrika and 
nse other native-owned English papers that the Moslem 
journals are, as it were, immune from prosecution for seditious and inflam- 
matory writings. | | 

64. The Soltan [Calcutta] of the 14th June publishes a poem exhorting 

the Hindu to educate his Muhammadan brother 
yan, cxhortation to Hindus and and Jead him to knowledge and enlightenment. 
mares ic The writer reminds the Muhammadans that they 
were once rulers of the country, which was prosperous and happy. But 
now through incessant drain and very harsh treatment the prosperity is gone 
and the people have been reduced to beggary. Hindus as well as Muhamma- 
dans are now slaves, and both are humiliated, If twenty crores of Hindus 
desert the Muhammadans, India will not rise and the latter must therefore 
remain in darkness for ever. 

65. Referring to the prosecution of the writer of the ‘‘ Red Pamphlet,” 

_ the same paper says that the result of the indiscre- 

E bey i Muhammadang in tion of the writer has been disastrous to the 

i Muhammadans. In a conflict with the Hindus 

the Muhammadans must go to the wall. There must be unity between the 

two communities and swadeshi should be supported. But this wholesome 

lesson was not heeded. The editor warns the anti-Hindu Mubammadans 

that if they do not still desist from leading the illiterate Muhammadans 
astray, severe punishment must follow. 

66. The Yuganiar [Calcutta] of the 16th June writes as follows :— 

*. dealt ieee It has never fallen to the lot of any other nation 

: but ours to make over all its wealth to foreigners 
and invite poverty. Although living, as it were, on the sea-shore we are thirsty ; 
although sitting, as it were, under a giant tree, we are scorched with the heat of 
the sun ; although we are the children of the land of fabulous wealth, we are 
famine-stricken on the lap of our Mother, who is green with crops. 

The coffers of the Mother are still full, and in autumn the fields of the 
Mother still become beautiful with golden paddy stalks. There is every; 
thing, everything but strength of the arm to guard and protect the treasury. 
What is lacking is simply:the unbounded courage of our forefathers. Those 
who used at one time to walk proudly over the whole country between 
** Kandahar and the sea,” are unable to-day to guard their own house. They 
weep at the sight of oppressions committed on their sons and daughters, but 
make no attempt at redress. Others beat, and we are beaten, Others rob our 
country, and we calmly look on. Others usurp our houses, and we serve them. 
Others ease the itching of their hands on our backs whenever they like or find 
an opportunity, and we simply cry out when it becomes unbearable. Others 
make laws and regulations in our country, and we have the privilege of obeying 
them only. Others assume the sovereignty in our country, and we remain 
satisfied by signing ourselves their slaves. There is nothing in this world which 

we can call our own. On the world’s stage our life is a great tragedy. 

67. The same paper Be se-san a contributed article which contains the 
ollowing :-—- 

Through all the agitation and tumult of the 
present day, only one call is heard, the call to the Bengalis to shange their old 
ideal of happiness and peace. Birds and beasts manage somehow to feed 
themselves and their young ones, and when they have done this they are happy. 
But this alone cannot give peace and happiness to man, for man is made up: of 
higher ingredients. Man’s mind contains the seed of independence. And how 
can peace and felicity come to him if this seed is suppressed ? How can exist- | 
ence in human society be maintained with such a permanent distrust in one’s 
own capacities, with ignorance and delusion completely surrounding one and 
with a brute’s ideal 2? This is why we die of famine and pestilence, our spleens 
are ruptured, and we are mistaken for birds and beasts and shot. But in spite 
of all this our slumber is not broken. Has all this made us raise our ideal of 
happiness and peace ? The hostile sovereign power is calling on us to take one 
or two crumbs from its table, and ‘‘ happy” with these, we are making. pre- 
parations to go to the old bed of stinking “ peace.” The highegt ambition of 


*<Our love of peace.” 
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many of us is to add to the comforts of their family lives, use country-made 
articles, subscribe their mites, now and then, to works of public utility, and 
sleep soundly with the idea that everything will be done in time. ) 

O God, how long shall we rest in this perverted ideal of peace ? Instil the 
poison of violent unrest into the heart of every human being from one end of 
this fallen land to another. Fill every one of us with the ambition to attain 
a higher, nobler and more human-like existence. 

68. Referring to the demonstration of loyalty in the Punjab, the Sandhya 

[ Calcutta} of the 17th June says :-— ie 

“Our foreign friends are anxious for our love, 
What a pity that these people do not understand the secret of love-making. 
The Emperor Akbar knew how to win the love of his subjects. But they have 
lost that capacity for ever. Now when they have banished one of our dearest, 
when we are almost dropping down from sheer exhaustion, when the domestic 
happiness of thousands of families has been poisoned, when they are reddening 
their eyes on all occasions, when they are threatening to send our people to jail 
if only five men congregate, when boys are being most cruelly beaten, when all 
these are happening, only a few men who owe all they possess in this world 
to them, are busy in making a display of their love. Donot they know who these 
loyalists are ? Can the instinct of love be satisfied in this fashion? Can thirst 
for milk be satisfied with whey? Is it possible that in these days of divide- 
and-rule policy, they should establish friendly relationship with us? Rela- 
tionship there exists already which is daily and hourly expressed by people 
when they have occasion to speak of them. (Here the writer means that people 
a — salas.| ‘They should not seek to establish a relationship sweeter 
than that. 
‘We know very well how after undergoing hard blows these two years they 
have now come to utter words of love. Those whom they want to make love 
with are as sincere ia their professions as they—all Mir Jafars. As for us, we 
are constrained to say with the poet—‘* Take your leave, O foreign lover, I do 
not want, you.” : 

69. The Navasakis | Calcutta] of the 18th June, after remarking that the 
| English treated Napoleon most disgracefully, quotes 
a saying of the French Emperor that of all kinds 
of mad effusions, those from fear are the most terrible, and connects it with the 
present disturbances by attributing the prosecutions for sedition to fear on the 
part of the Englishmen. Who is responsible for the unrest in India? Why 
these persecutions and prosecutions? Napoleon said that Wellington, Bliicher, 
Kutuzoff and Archduke Charles must be held responsible for the terrible loss 
of lives in Europe equally with himself. So also must Lord Curzon, Sir B. 
Fuller, Sir Andrew Fraser, Sir Denzil Ibbetson and Lord Minto be held 
responsible for the present unrest, and not Lala Lajpat Rai, Ajit Singh or little 
school-boys. } 

70. The same paper publishes a poem in which the writer ridicules the 

= police engaged in putting down rowdyism in 

+ 9m different parts of India saying that the jferinghs 

wow appears in his true colours, and ends with an exhortation that no more talk 

or petitioning should be indulged in, but silent work should be pushed through. 

The goddess Bhavans will surely put courage into the hearts of the devoted 
atriots. | | 

71. The same paper has an article headed ‘‘ The Empire is perhaps 


The British Empire in India. = ates his reasons why the British Empire in India 
seems to hasten to its downfall. How can the British Empire in India 
stand? The firm faith which Indians had in the English has been rudely 
shaken. Ifthe English imagine that their empire stands upon their force of 
arms, they are greatly mistaken. The London Times says, what the Asiatic 
respects is power. It is a gigantic blunder to entertain such & belief. 
Neither the sepoy nor the arms of the English have established their sway in 
India. The English did wisely by keeping their military forces out of sight 
of the Indians. But now they appear to have lost their head, and are 
therefore making a vain display of their prowess. | 

The Indians had a firm belief in the wiedom and the coolness of the 
English, They believed that Englishmen were great. upholders of popular 


Government and native loyalty. 


The unrest in India, 


on the road to rnin,” in which the writer enume-. 
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rights, and that therefore they would nover forsake the principles which they 
cherished so highly. But the moment they raised their hands against popular 
aspirations in this country, a fatal shock was given to the firm faith of the 
Indians in Englishmen. | 

But why do Englishmen regard with suspicion the pee of popular 
aspirations in India? Where they not prepared for it? Why, then, this 
unnatural and unexpected change of front? Surely there is chaotic change in 
their brains. The attempt to control this vast empire by force of arms must 
appear ridiculous alike to friends and foes. ; 

Are the English afraid of the new spirit in India? Their fear may be 


due to past iniquities. But they might expiate their sins by warmly advocat- 


ing the cause of the people. But instead of that the least straightforward 
course was adopted. The English might rest assured that force would fail 
to do what a belief in their justice would have done. 

72. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 17th June publishes a poem by a lady, 
in which the writer says that repression, however 
- gevere, will fail to extinguish the new spirit that 
is abroad. The foreigner hag desecrated temples, but retribution will come 
and the Bengalis will wipe off the stain with their heart’s blood. The sword 
shall have no texror for them. Lakhs of warriors, undaunted and unconquer- 
able, will spring from the blood of the martyrs. The heroes of Ananda Math 
will again appear and everlasting swaray will be attained. 

73. The same paper says that in the celebration of Emperor’s Birthda 

The celebration of Emperor's 16.19 Hnglishmen and Englishwomen who w 
Birthay. —St=<CS~S*~<CS*é« tj’ al sorts of amusements and 2 sumptuous 
feast, and the Indians will have nothing, absolutely 
nothing. The writer concludes as follows :— 


Had there been a real king of our own in our midst at this time, how many. 
of our men would have received gifts in countless shapes? The whole country 
would have been feasting, The /eringhi wants to serve his ends for nothing. 
There is enough of sound and f signifying nothing. Is our loyalty 
then merely child’s fun which can be had by trickery ? 

4. The Medint Bandhav (Midnapore] of the 19th June deprecates 2 
Jute in Mi tendency which it observes on the part of the 

a agriculturists in Midnapore to take increasingly 

to the cultivation of jute, and quotes for their benefit a song which it says 
18 nowadays being sung in the villages of Eastern Bengal.and which 
a ppeny to warn agriculturists how they will be losers by the cultivation 
of jute. | 

75. In giving a summary of Mr. Hyndman’s speech at a meeting of the 

i Miao q social democrats recently held in England, the 

neem ynemane speeches, Marwari: Bandhu [Calcutta] of the 19th June rebuts 
the statement of the speakers that the agitation has roused the people to. the 
evils of British rule, and says that the Indians are as loyal as ever. The 
paper also hopes that Mr. Hyndman would desist from using expressions such 
as rebels, etc., in reference to the Indian people. 

76. Writing in the Datly Hitavad [Calcutta] of the 19th June, Chhakha 
Uddin Ahmad, Tushbhandar Wards’ Estate, 
stu Rangpur, accuses the Musalman leaders of 

Eastern Bengal of having incited the Musalmans 
against. the Hindus and thus launched hundreds of poor families into. the 
greatest misery. Who will now save from starvation the families of the poor 
Musalmans who have beet arrested and are either in hajat or in jail? Who 
will, again, save the poor Musalman community from the revenge of the 
Hindus? Besides this, the effect of the secession of the Musalman community 
from the swadeshi movement will have the effect of giving the Hindus a 
monopoly of the trade of the country. ) 

77. Writing in the same paper, Mantajaddin Khan, village Mehendipnr, 
post office Ponabalia, district Backergunge, takes 
the Musalmans of Pabna to task for circulating 
writings against the Hindus, and tells them that, if they are deprived of the 
help and co-operation of the Hindus, they will simply die out. In support of 
this statement, the writer points out how the Hindus saved the lives of the 


The new spirit. 
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Musalmans of the Backergunge district during the last famine by regularly 
distributing rice. among them, | ee : ? 
78. Now that the schools and colleges are going to be opened after 
the summer vacation, writes the Daily Hitavadi 
aur studentsandteachers [Qaloutta] of the 19th June, many teachers and 
students are asking themselves, “ What path shall 
we take?” The officials are saying, ‘‘ Take the path we have indicated 
and attain thereby to the highest state of Sudra-tsm (meaning slavery). Receive 
the education that we shall give, and you will get high posts of|slavery, such as 
judgeship, head-clerkship, the post of head-mason, etc, Do not try to acquire 
Vaisya-ism (the trading status) or Kshatriya-ism ra military status), and I shall 
not be displeased with you.” On the other hand, the Motherland says, ‘Give 
up Sudra-tsm, became Brahmans, Kehatriyas and Vaisyas again and remove my 
distress.” The King can give slavery, and the Motherland everything except 
slavery. Will youstill ask, ‘“‘ What path shall we take?” 

79. The Navasakti [Calcutta | of the 19th June writes :— 

A child keeping his eyelids shut down with 
his own fingers imagines that he has fled out of the 
ken of others’ sight. So in our country at the present time, the swadeshi people 
and the officials having shut their eyes like the child above spoken of, are 
Imagining that each party has become invisible to the other. 

If we say, * We are not enemies of the English, Weare only striving 
to procure food and clothing, and why should they thwart us in that ?”? I think 
we shall not be speaking the truth. When we want swaray itis plain that we 
do not want fore ers. If, however, revolt implies a rising in arms 
against the English, then certainly, it must be said that there are no pre- 
parations yet apparent of revolt of that kind. But it cannot be denied that 
revolt has appeared in another shape. | bs 

_- Swaraj may be established in three spheres—in the sphere of the mind, in 
the sphere of society, and in the sphere of the State. if swaray be compared. 
to a palace, the sphere of the mind may be compared to the foundations, the 
sphere of society, to the walls, and the sphere of the State to the roof. If it be 
compared to a house, then the sphere of thie mind may be compared to the 
inner female apartments, the sphere of society to the court-yard, and the sphere 
of State to the daitakkhana (parlour). If it be compared to a tree, then the 
sphere of the mind may be compared to the seeds, the sphere of society to the 
stem and the branches, and the sphere of the State to the fruits and the flowers. 
If therefore the palace of swaray is to be reared, the sphere of the mind, which 
may be likened to its foundations, must be strengthened first and most. If the 
house of swaraj is to be defended, its inner female apartments, in the shape of 
the sphere of the mind, must first of all be brought under one’s own control. 
If the tree of swara) is to bear fruit, then first of all, the seed in the form of 
” sphere of the mind must be made to germinate. We ought to remember 
£ 18. | | 


‘S We are in revolt.” 


Does a tree grow if itis pulled by a rope tied to its branches, unless it 
grows from the roots ? ie - 

Does a seedling ever grow, if it is constantly poked into with the nails, 
uniess it burst cut from a seed ? : 

Not through one’s efforts, but through the acts of oppression and partiality 
of the English people, has revclt made its appearance for a long time past in 
the sphere of our minds. The English people with the help of their intelligence 
have got proofs enough of this. They kuow what eagerness the Indians showed. 
during the Boer war to read news of their repeated defeats and humiliations. 
The Boers are not our friends, but are rather our worst enemies. Why then did 
the people of this country exult over the successes of these Boers? It was not 
for p successes. of the Boers, but for the defeats of the a gg The English 
have so sorely harassed the Indians that the latter are pleased to see them humi- 
liated at anybody’s hands, be he friend or foe. How fine and strange the 
relations between the rulers and the ruled have come to be. - 

_ The same Bengalis who used to feel no end of pleasure in ees of the 
Englishman’s successes in history, have now become eager to hear of his humi- 
_liation. Who has forcibly taken away the lofty pedesta] in our hearts on which 
we had placed the Englishman? ‘The Englishman’s education, his partiality, 
his trickery, his false assurances, his tyranny, his contempt, his cruelty and his 
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selfishness had brought anarchy into our mental world. The Boer war, the. 
rise of Japan, and the awakening of China have made us eager to establish 
swaraj in this anarchical mental world of ours. We are firmly resolved to 


expel the English from our mental world. : 


- By oppressing our boys, humiliating our respectable men, banishing Lajpat 
Rai and Ajit Singh, prohibiting meetings, devising a trick for repressing the 
press, and by innumerable evil deeds like these, great and small, the English 
are stirring up wholesale rebellion in the world of our minds. But the strange 
thing is that the English do not understand that by rn act of theirs, they 
are assisting in the liberation of our mental world. The more oppression is 
being committed, the more is the English ray receding from the sphere of 
our minds. So in the rebellion which has broken out in the sphere of our 
minds, we are proving triumphant at sie | instant. It would be telling an 
untruth, if we said that we were notin revolt against the English. In fact, we 
are in revolt. What will it avail to keep the lids of our eyes pressed down with: 
our hands and imagine ourselves away? The English have got their eyes open 
and they will understand it. 

The English say that the present repressive régime has been inaugurated 
in order to re:tore peace to the land, to vindicate the law, to. protect Musalmans 
from oppression by the swadesht and for like purposes. In this instance, the 
English are supposing that they have shut their eyes and disappeared and are 
invisible to everybody. They wish to keep it a secret that they wish to repress 
us anyhow, seeing our national unity and aspiration after independence, but 
truth will out. No less a personage than Mr, Morley in the course of his speech 
in introducing the Budget into Parliament has called us “‘ enemies; ”? so one can 
very easily understand in what light the English regard us. It comes outright 
to this now that regarding us as enemies, the English are preparing: to act. 
towards us in the manner in which enemies have to be kept under control, and 
we on our part, looking to the future, have become eager for the establishment of 
swarajy. The English seek to terrify and subdue us with threats of cannon and 
shot, but into the kingdom in which revolt has now broken out, neither cannon 
and shot nor brute force may enter. The more the English make an exhibition 
of brute force, the more will they lose authority over the kingdom of our 
minds. Every rebuke, every taunt, every act of oppression of the Englishman 
will cast out outright the entire English race from our hearts. In very truth we 
are in revolt. But have you, Englishmen, thought of the kind of warfare you 
will adopt to get rid of this revolt ? ee . 

80. The Navasakii [Calcutta] of the 20th June publishes an article under 
the heading *“ Modern India and America before 

ae ong) a a America the Revolution ,” in which the writer says poe 
Our English friends always remind us that 
India is a vast continent which is inhabited by such a diversity of races that 
anything like a united nationality is an utter impossibility there. English 
statesmen, historians and newspaper editors are never weary of telling us that 
but for the English administrators, India could not exist for a moment. 
Admitting, for the sake of argument, that the old jealousies between the 
different races still exist, we must say that instances are by no means rare 
where people have sunk petty differences and forgotten their ignoble self when 

the light of freedom had dawned on their hearts. | 

A thoughtful writer in the June number of the Morning Review has cited the 
example of America to show that the fear of internal dissension is utterly 
groundless. The United States of America are composed of peoples as widely 
different as those of India. ‘The very circumstances that are now considered go 
inimical to the formation of an Indian nationality were exactly those which 
obtained in America before the Revolution. If, then, America was able to 
establish self-government, why should not India be able to do so? English 
statesmen consider the hatred and quarrels between different sections in India as 
the greatest obstacle to Indian nationalism. But the celebrated traveller 
Burnaby, and the historian Lecky, have shown how great were the hatred, the 
‘mutual jealousy and the religious differences among the different peoples in 
‘North America at that time. Difference of language has been held by English- 
men to be another serious obstacle to the growth of Indian nationalism. But 
Lecky says that in New York, before it came under the English, there were at 


( 599 ) 


least eighteen languages, It may be said that there is no patriotism, no spirit 
of self-sacrifice, in India. But in America, according to the same authority, 
there was very little patriotism among the different sections whose only object 
was pecuniary gain, The Indian masses are no doubt illiterate: But before 
the American War, says Webster, the celebrated lexicographer, there was very 
little education among the colonists. The rich in India are apathetic and have 
not got a drop of patriotism inthem. But this was also the case with America, 
as has been said by Adams. va 2 : 
It will thus be seen that all the obstacles to the attainment of self-govern- 
ment that are now met with in India were at one time also present in America. 
But the Indians have this advantage that they are in many respects far 
superior to the Americans of that day. It will be readily conceded that 
morally the Indians are far above those Americans, If ever these depraved 
people . Be maintain their independence, why should not the Indians be able 
to do 80 | 
As in our country there are people who are in doubt about the future of 
India, so also in America there were at that time many people of that 
description. These latter thought that the country would go to ruin if the 
English departed from it. But subsequent history showed how groundless 
was this apprehension. Who knows that those of us who started at the mere 
thought of the English leaving India and seem to see: spectres of fresh depre- 
dations by the Bargis before their eyes, will not, like the Americans of old, 
be undeceived ? We see no reason why what happened in one country should 
not happen in another. We are not at all surprised that English historians 
and English newspaper editors should be constantly dinning into our ears that 
the Indians are given to creating dissensions, that there is no hope of an 
Indian nationality, and that India cannot do without the English. They are 
interested in creating such an impression in our mind, for they know that the 
house of cards which they have built in India will crumble to pieces if they 
failed to do so. They know further that the moment this infatuation begotten 
of foolish fear disappears, they must make ready to clear out bag and baggage. 
It is for this reason that they take so much pains to teach us that old lesson. 
But despite all their efforts, truth must at last prevail. The Indians have 
already begun to realise their mistake, and it is for this that we now feel what 
1s called the tiger nature of the English. Blinded by pride, they think that 
they can crush the budding national life of India and so make history at their 
pleasure. What foolishness this! He who is so rash as to attempt doing it is 
doomed to fare like the Airavata of the Puranas when he attempted to stem 
the current of the Ganges. If the English will not learn wisdom from their 
experiences in America, they shall have to learn it in India de novo. But it 
will perhaps be too late then. 
81. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Pairika (Calcutta of the 
ios teat oiekeeh eet 20th June says that Mr. Hall-Caine, the author of 
p Bngiish novel and 146 lessons. «Phe Eternal City,” a novel published in 1901, 
in describing what repressive measures were taken by the then Italian 
Government against the hero, whose sole object in life was the establishment 
of a republican form of government iu Italy, has unconsciously described the 
recent measures of the Indian Government for putting: down Indian political 
leaders, There is striking resemblance also between the methods and speeches 
of the Italian patriot and those of some Indian orators who are now demanding 
swarajy. The author has shown how demoralised a Government must come 
to be that is not based on the rock of justice. | ey 
82. Discussing “the future of India and our duty,” the Solan [Calcutta] 
of the 21st June writes that if the strength of the 
auton’ future of India and our ps overned in India is once aroused, the aspirations 
r of those who demand swaraj-are sure to be realised. 
There will be no lack of arms, once the people are really awake. -The feelings 


and ideas of the native soldiery would undergo a change, the troops of the 


Native Princes would swell the strength of the popular party, and the indes 
pendent people on the frontiers would co-operate with the Indians. Firms 
trading with Europe, America and Japan would surreptitiously supply arms, 
and Indian students would return -home after having acquired from foreign 
jands the knowledge of the art of manufacturing new kinds of weapons, and 
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would begin work here with thé indigenous artizan already employed in these 
and allied trades. Once anarchy begins in the country, arms and weapons 
would be collected in various ways by the people, and would even perhaps be 
obtained by various devices direct from the Government stores. The reall 
difficult thing is for the strength of the —_ to be aroused and it is a wor 
of time also. Collecting and learning the use of weapons is not very difficult. 
83, The Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 2lst June has a letter in 
English from which the following extracts are 


Causes of the unrest in East 


Bengal: a Musalman view. taken :— 
To tHE Epiror or THE Mihireo-Sudhakar, 
Sir, : | 


. 


In reference to the excellent article upon the real causes of the disturbance in Hast 
Bengal by Hugque Dost published in two issues of your paper, I beg to say a few words which 
I hope will fin ce in the columns of your paper. 

No impartial observer of events can deny for a moment that the inhuman treatment of 
the Hindu gamindars and their.servants has embittered the feelings of poor helpless Muham- 
madan raiyats from along time. The spark was at last applied to the magazine of the pent 
up indignation of the oppressed Fae raiyats by the audacious behaviour and inhuman 
oppression of the so-called national volunteers. Never in the history of India, nay of any 
civilised country in the world, we find that the mass were so much oppressed in the affairs of 
their domestic life, ag the poor Muhammadan cultivators of Hast Bengal have heen for the 
last two years, under the British rule, not by the Government but by 9 band of upstarts, with 
perfect impunity. : 

Huque Dost has enumerated some methods of zamindari oppression, but the list is by 
no meaus exhaustive. I personally know of a very powerful engine of zamindari oppression. 
which is generally applied by almost all the zamindars of Bengal. It is Biswas Khot, which 
means & bond without consideration executed in favour of the landlords or their principal 
officers as a guarantee for their being faithful to their masters the landlords. These bonds 
are generally registered documents for a very heavy sum, and when once executed, the tenants 
become slaves to the landlord from generation to generation. Unless the Government make 
the acceptance of such document penal, there is no hope of the salvation of the poor raiyats 
of Bengal. By virtue of these documents, the landlords evade all laws and regulations and. 
exercise an authority over their tenants which even the Czar of Russia cannot do over the 
meanest of his subjects. | : 

The policy of the Government as disclosed by the action of the District Officers, often 
appears to be to make the surface smooth and glitter. Either to please the Hindu agitators 
or to silence the Hindu Press or to restore peace to the country, the Government may send: 
all the Muhammadan cultivators to jail, or the District Officers may cause the Muhammadan. 
gentlemen to be hand-cuffed and paraded in the streets. There cannot be any p ‘in the 
country unless and until the real causes of the disturbance are removed. It isa bad policy to 
gonnive at the cause and jump upon the effegt. ae een ; 

DaTEeD BaRISAL, : Yours truly, 
Fhe 16th June 1907. Hvuaqvue Go. ) 


81. The Samay [Calcutta] of the 21st June says: — pa 
| What should be done at the present juncture? 
It is useless to petition Government for political 
rights. Although Government is determined to crush our new spirit, yet we 
should not be tempted to retaliate. We should silently do our work and 
conserve our energies. It is madness to dissipate our strength at a crisis like 
the present. Self-sacrifice, and not suicide, is what is wanted. Sacrifice 
your life for the country, if necessary. This will do good, no doubt. We 
should remember that our political awakening is of very recent growth. Let ug 
not try its strength too severely, or the whole thing may perish. ; 
85, The Hitayadi [Calcutta] of the 21st June writes as follows under the 
heading, ‘‘ What is our duty now?”:— — 

India has fallen on very evil days. There is 
sedition everywhere. ‘The officials see the terrible shadow of sedition on land, 
on water and in the sky, and agitation has become synonymous with preach- 
ing sedition, Even a Liberal Secretary of State hke Mr. Morley referred to 
the Indian agitators as the enemies of the English. At the same time, 
arbitrary doings like deportation, depriving the people of the right of holding 
public meetings, interference with the liberty of the press, depriving teacher 
and school-boys of legitimate freedom of, action, gre gaing on without let or 
hindrance. That is why we say we haye fallen on every dark days. At 9 
crisis like this it has become imperatively necessary for the leaders tq 


The present situation. 


“What is our duty now?” 
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determine the path to be followed by the people; otherwise the condition of 


the latter will become extremely miserable, .. «si. Ss EA se 

A careful observation of the conduct of the Government will show. that | 
whilst the authorities: overlook, in most cases, the unlawful and high-handed 
acts of officials, they convulse the country when they catch the people 
tripping. The Government very often forgets that it is the first duty of 
the sovereign to please his subjects, and considers it: its first and foremost 
duty to maintain the prestige of the officials. To put down sedition it has 
placed very large powers in the hands of the officials and has framed many 
barbarous laws. If the subject is found going in the least astray, he is thrown 
into the clutches of the law, but no heed is paid to the fact that the officials 
= ae tr the seeds of discontent and disaffection and there is no law to 
check them. | oo Beet a | 


The Government of Lord Lansdowne needlessly passed the Age of Consent 

Act and created discontent in the country. Sir Charles Elliot, and several 
other high officials admitted that the measure created serious discontent in the 
country. Still the authorities prosecuted the Bangavasi newspaper for sedition 
for giving vent to the discontent. Again, the Bombay Government created 
excitement in the public mind by passing high-handed plague measures,’ No 
steps were taken to alter these measures which were the cause of the disaffection 
but Tilak and the Natu brothers were punished on the plea of having committed 
sedition. The discontent was created by the Bombay Governnient, but the 
oppression fell on the Bombay press. <A fire was kindled by the authorities 
in the “peaceful Punjab by a number of annoying measures. The official 
arbitrariness, added to the sufferings from plague and famine, goaded the 
the people of the province to madness. But no blame came to be attached to 
the officials, the whole of it being thrown on the agitators, whose only fault 
was that they had advised the people to protest against the Government’s 
ee oo ae 

- Look at East Bengal. To stop the swadeshi agitation, the local officials 
resorted to contemptible tricks, showed open partiality to the Musalmans, took 
no steps to check the oppressions they committed and encouraged the oppression — 
and harassment of Hindus, and: by these means created a serious unrest in the 
province. _ Privately encouraged, and feeling that the Hindus had become 
an eyesore to the Government, Musalman gundas took to committing 
inhuman oppressions on the Hindus. But Lord Minto and Mr. Morley unhesi- 
tatingly gave out that it was the oppressions of the Hindus which had excited 
the Musalmans! This falsehood was published in the House of Commons itself. 
Those who do not know India and its people, accordingly came to believe that 
it is the Hindus who are to blame, that it is they who have become seditious ! 
What a nice state of things this. — : 


Perusal of history has convinced us that there is a class of officials whose 
main object is to close up the ‘se of progress by creating sonie sort of 
disturbance in the country. They know that unless they can do this, their 
tenure of arbitrary power cannot last long. Ever since the Sepoy Mutiny, 
we have On many occasions noticed attempts at exciting a false alarm. Man 
people will remember the alarm that was created some years ago by officials 
in connexion with tree-smearing. It is a good instance of the manner in 
which the officials make a mountain of a mole-hill in order to excite alarm 
in the minds of the authorities and thereby create distrust of the subject 
people and opportunities for rigorous rule. It is therefore nota rare sight in 
this country, even when peace is reigning over it, to see officials, like a certain 
class of animals, wandering about to hunt out sedition by their sense of 
smell. And as soon as they succeed in bringiig about any untoward incident, 
the authorities declare that Indians have not yet become fit for self- 
government. : ans ie. : 

We have no means at our command to.remedy this state of affairs. The 
Government is strong, whereas we are weak, The Government will not allow 
the people to give vent to any feeling against the rulers, yet it has entrusted 
ample powers in the hands of the officials to create discontent and excite 
seditious feelings in their minds. No objection is taken against the people 
cherishing discontent in their minds at the conduct of the officials, but that maa 
is guilty who says publicly that such a discontent exists and advises the removal 


BaaRaT MitTRa, 
June 28nd, 1907. 


BHARAT MytTrRa, 


BHARAT M!7ra, 


( 602 ) 


of its cause. Infallible weapons like deportation and imprisonment are 
always kept ready for him. Thus we see that guiet petitioning produces no 
result ; strong agitation, again, induces the authorities to bring forth their 
rifles, cannon and regulation lathi. Though admitting an act to have been 
wrong, they do nothing to set it right. On the contrary, those people are 
characterised as seditious who agitate for the rectification of such wrong acts. 
What, then, is to be our duty in this dilemma ? 

Under the circumstances it is not easy to decide which path we should 
follow now. Some are for giving up political agitation altogether. And, 
seeing the repeated disappointment that has attended political agitation, 
there is nothing to wonder at in this ri But a little thought will show 
that we have no reason to despair, and that political agitation must not be 
altogether given up. We must continue to agitate for the acquisition of 
political rights, though it may be necessary to alter our methods. There is 
little hope of gaining our points by mere petitioning. But neither are the 
methods laid down by the extremists right. The effect of following the 
latter methods will be deportations all round, and in the present state of the 
country, we cannot afford to lose the services of all our leaders. 

We would therefore request the leaders all over India to forget for once 
their petty differences and unite in devising the line of action to be followed 
in the future. It ought to be remembered that, as the situation stands, the 
authorities may even close the sessions of the Congress itself. No time should 
therefore be lost in coming to a decision. Weare not in favour of sending 
a deputation to England. Considering the false notions that the officials in 
India have so successfully put into the heads of the Secretary of State and the 
authorities in England, little good can be done by such a deputation. 

In our humble opinion, the swadeshi agitation is the best and only course 
for us to follow now. Let beycott of British goods be preached all over India. 
Let everybody make some self-sacrifice and take a resolve to use only. 
indigenous goods. And, last of all, let a national system of education be 
inaugurated. If this can be done, no other form of political agitation will be 
necessary. Considering the policy that the Government has commenced to 
follow, our condition will become extremely wretched and miserable unless 
we take timely steps for self-defence. | 

86. What amount of venom is there in the mouth of this old Mussalman, 

-. ak kc the Bharat _ Saver ang . the 22nd hwnd 
oa coneccentative of commenting upon the reply lately returned b 
9 i oO “ Nawab Muh sinul Mulk to the question of a ofthe 4 
sentative of the Bombay Gazette. The reply 
purports that the Hindus may have their reasons for creating political 
discord, but that the Muhammadans have none, and that Government should 
take repressive measures to put down political disturbances in India. Naturally, 
the teeth of this old man must have got loose, but what of that, says the journal, 
the habit of biting will not leave him on this side of the grave. Not long ago 
the Muhammadans were the rulers of India. They could then forcibly make as 
many converts of the Hindus as they pleased. But really, now they cannot get 
on without some support. That support they now seek in flattery, as, if it 
were not for their sycophancy, they think they would be expelled the country 
any moment, Who knows what God’s willis? ‘The Hindus are inviting the 
Muhammadans to be on friendly terms with them, while the latter show their 
teeth in response. : ) 
87. ‘The same paper, noticing the speech lately delivered by Chief Judge 
The eveech of Chief Judce Mr, Lt: Clarke of the Punjab Chief Court on the 
Clarke of the Punjab Chief Court, occasion of the party given in connexion with the 
Judge Mr. Chatterjea’s appointment as Chancellor 
of the Punjab University, exclaims how fortunate it would have been if the 
Chief Judge had acted just in the way he spoke, pointing out that he 
(the Chief Judge) is the same officer that refused to admit the public leaders of 
the Punjab to bail, rather practically closed the doors of the bail to the parties 
seeking for it in the Punjab hng Dons. si 
gaa - 88. The same paper publishes its own version 
sppercinn in the Le Te. “Hele of the account of the present distress in India 
| originally published in the French journal La 7a 
of the 21st May 1907, 
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oe 89. The same paper contains a eulogy : 
An eulogy on — ‘t Athwale,” the oe of the Punjabi, woh Bae 
90. Referring to agg pe one = the Times . London as evoked 
Sette’ .. by the address delivered by Dadabhai Naoroji at 
wines te fooling of crerament, the last meeting of the Congress in Caloutta, the 
is same paper remarks thatthe English, as well as the 
Anglo-Indian papers, have been stirring up with success the feeling of Govern- 
ment against the Indian people by their fabricated reports. It is a matter 
of surprise, says the journal, that the English should be so prejudiced against 
the Indians, while their neighbours, the French, hold such a good opinion 
about the Indian administration, 
91. The Sandhya 7 of ba? rene A ane ~~ a preverted version 
ae of. Mr, A. Chaudhuri’s presidential address at the 
ae Chandhari's speech at Dabna District Conference in order to show that it 
is full of contradictions,. inconsistencies and petty 
selfishness. oe 
92. The Basumats Sc aaues of the 22nd June writes as follows :— 
Lord Curzon is trying his best to have a 


The Clive memorial. memorial erected to Lord Clive, the master of 


Mir Jaffar and friend of Umichand. And so the emeritus Viceroy has called for. 


subscriptions. His Lordsbip is now a set sun, otherwise there would have been 

no lack of money in India for his project. Even now a hint may gain his 

object. May not all fines realised in swadeshi cases be turned to the Clive 

Memorial Fund? It is a wonder that the apostles of Lord Curzon in this 
country have not yet raised a statue of him in gold. 

93. The Sandhya (Calcutta ] of the 22nd June draws an analogy between 

the present state of India and the story of the 


oy The Mahabharata of Kali Mahabharata. Jndraprastha was built by Mayda- . 


— . nava. The feringht danava (demon) has also built a 
charmed city for us. In this city we hold, continues the writer, the Congress 
which is the Raja Suya Yajna of the Kali Yuga, and with its aid we fondly 
hope to subdue the alien sovereign power. But the feringht banio (trader), who 

be compared to Sakuni, has defeated us in the game.. Wicked Duhsasans 
have stripped our Draupadi-Lakshmi (Lakshmi is the goddess of fortune) of her 
garments, -There are one or two Bhima in the country who would fain break 
the heads of these Duhsasans, but for the advice of Dharma not to do so. Here 
is the close of the Sabha parva. It will no longer do to try to subdue the 
Jeringht enemy. by public meetings and Associations. Now obey the mandate of 
Dharma and let us go to the woods, keeping Arsshna in our minds. Where is 
this wood for us? Itis our country, this country ovérgrown with verdure, 
scattered over by trees and shrubs, and watered by rivers and tanks, and where 


the religion of the Brahman rishis is still living. And the five brothers. 


(referring both to the five Pandava brothers and to the people of the country) 
must work together to collect arms. It cannot be affirmed that the party of 


Sakunts will not go there at all. But the woody country is our proper sphere, 


our fortress. ._ If they go there, they are sure to be beaten off. In this wood 
country, we must acquire strength by practising religion and then we shall 
burn the Sakuni and all his men with our Kshiriya power. O Krishna, give us 
the strength to leave the charmed Sabha and practise austerities in the swadeshi 
woody country. After Vanaparva (living in woods) comes Ajnatavasa (living in 
disguise). Many people say that we should disguise ourselves even now. No, 
we should do so aiter Vanaparva. And then no one will know our doings and 
our whereabouts. And after that, will that day ever come? Narayan (God) 
himself will be our Sarathi (charioteer), the four quarters will resound with the 
sound of Gandiva (the bow of Arjuna) and the heart of our enemy will tremble 
for fear, Hark, hark, the Apsara (celestial maids) are singing: —Victory to 
the sons of Pandu who have Janardana (Krishna) on their side. | 
94, The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 22nd June writes as follows: 
Fvery day the English are deceiving the 


“The Indians are no fools.” = simple Indians in a hundred ways. And it is. 


because we consider the English as our friends that they can deceive us so easily. 
But there is a limit to everything. Being repeatedly deceived by the officials, 
the Indians have now realised the truth of ‘the saying, “Put no faith in 
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princes,” and they are no longer prepared to trust the officials. Nothing that 
the officialdom, from the Secretary of State to the District Magistrate, is saying 
with the object of suppressing the swadeshi movement is finding credence oe 
the Indians, They have understood that to a selfish nation candour an 
generosity appear as foolishness, so that nothing but a display of selfishness‘on 
their part can prove their intelligence to the Englisch. The English have 
destroyed the arts and industries of this country for their selfish ends, and now 
the Indians in their turn will destroy England’s commerce to promote their 
own interest. And itis only if the Indians can make their selfish purpose 
succeed at the cost of the English, that the latter will consider them intelligent. 
95. The Navasaki: ‘eee | the 22nd June writes :— | | 
2 The ambition of the English people is 
phe, sileged hyprocrisy of the boundless, their perservance is boundless, their love 
— for their own race is boundless and, above all, their 
hypocrisy is boundless. The parts they have played in the course of the last 
150 years are in the majority of cases full of hyprocrisy. Whenever checked, 
they have a way of posing as innocents, the sight of which calls forth a strong 
feeling of disgust in one’s mind. Do the work of thieves and dakaits and we 
are ready to face all that kiod of trouble, for there are thieves and dakaits 
in plenty on earth; but do not be a thief in the guise of an honest man, For 
this sin, Ravan with his ‘whole family has: because extinct; he abducted Sita 
in the guise of a sadhu. : = eo 
If you say outright that you are like dakaits who have fallen on our: 
homes, we shall not ask for any justice, right, or mercy from you. We 
shall make no protest against the way in which _ are absolutely sucking: 
the country dry by robbing it of all its wealth. For what is the good of 
speaking in this sense toa dakait? Those who from their places in Council 
review budgets in company with you and discuss the accounts are entirely. 
misled persons. For what can be worse folly than to demand statements of 
accounts from a dakett? Say plainly that you are dkaits, and we shall not, 
review any of your acts of gprs But you say that you are our sincerest 
well-wishers, and it is that which causes all this trouble. = 
You said that it was for our welfare that you took charge of the govern- 
ment of this country, that the Indians, like minors, were incapable of protecting 
themselves, and that as their guardians you would train them up, and then 
hand over property which was theirs to them. Your countryman Macaulay 
distinctly wrote that it would be indeed a glorious day for the English people 
when they would hand over India to the Indians, after having trained up 
the latter to the responsibility. But that glory is not tobe your lot. We,. 
on our part, deluded by false hopes, have so long followed your leading. By 
various courses of action, you made us gradually know that the hope in which. 
we are following your leading was purely illusory. After the Sepoy War, 
the Queen by a proclamation placed white and black on a level, and elated us 
with the highest expectations. We then began regarding the Queen as a. 
a mother. But when it came to practice, the Prime Minister or the real King, 
Salisbury, laughingly declared that the Queen’s proclamation was only a 
poe of political hypocrisy, Itis in this way that you have destroyed any 
aith which we had in you. Wethen understood that it was not for us 
that you have come to this country. Itis for your own selves that you have 
come here and are ruling the country. But itis at your hyprocritically 
proclaiming the trick which is intended to do us harm as a thing meant for 
our good, that we are consumed with anger to tae very core of our hearts. 
The pretence that you have begun repressing the Hindu for the protection — 
of the Musalman has been seen through by the Hindu and will soon be 
seen through by the Musalman as well.. And probably in a very short 
while, to please the Hindu you will have to take to repressing the Musal- 
man, You now declare that you are bestirring yourselves only to protect. 
the inoffensive Musalman from the hands of the swadeshi ; probably a short 
while hence, you will have to say that it is your aim to protect the 
inoffensive Hindu from the hands of the Musalman gwndas. By your 
conduct, you are letting Hindus and Musalmans understand that you have 
no fellow-feeling for either of them. The great mistake you are making is“ 
that you are trying to befool both the Hindus and Musalmans of this country ; 
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but they have seen through all your purposes. Those ‘whose minds you haye 

stirred up to excitement by ill-treatment, you now seek to appease worse 

treatment and this proves, O Englishmen, that perversion of intellect las 

come upon you. | 
96. The Navasaki: me of the 23rd June writes as follows:— 

o Ram now sits on the throne of Ayodhya 
| and no Akbar on the throne of Delhi. Those who 
now occupy their places area nation of shop-keepers. To expect kindness 
and justice from a nation of bantas is to expect water in a mirage. - | 

- Your Dr. Broughton begged, kneeling before the Peackock Throne of 
Emperor Shah Jehan, for the privilege of trading in India. It is this 
privilege obtained by mendicancy which has built up a relation between you 
and India. ‘T'o India you came for shop-keeping, and you have not yet been 
able—nor will you ever be able—to forget the principles of shop-keeping. To 
the misfortnne of India you vanquished, with the help of. a few traitors, and 
by means of all sorts of cunning, deceit and treachery, the young Nawab 
Seraj-ud-Dowla of Bengal on the field of Plassey, and finally robbed him 
of his life by trickery. And thus the impossible became possible. Have the 
English, who are so boastful of their wig forgotten how Clive. fled with 
his whole party before the valiant Mohan Lal? Do you remember thet the 


An appeal to the people. 


treachery of a rebel and the craftiness of Lord Clive form the foundation of. 


your present supremacy? Have you forgotten what sinful acts Vansittart 
committed for destroying the internal trade and arts and industries of India ? 
Do you not remember how ome his English followers were, and how they 
-incurrred the displeasure of Mir Kasem by imposing unlawful duties on native 
trade-concerns? You, no doubt, succeeded by bribery and deceit in compel- 
ling the farsighted Nawab Mir Kasem to leave his throne and become a fakir ; 


but do not forget that God’s thunderbolt is still hurled aguinst a great sin, 


What begins in sin ends in ruin, _ oe | 

However that may be, the English were so long administering their 
opium pills to us with a sugar-coating. But now people have removed the 
coating and brought out the opium, They have now realised that the English 
are not the raja of this country, but simply a band of dbanias; that from the 
beginning to the present time they have been busy with baniaism (shopkeeping) 
only; that they do not know how to manage a rajya (kingdom); that their 
heart is not in the rajya, but in their trade; and that they are very dexterous 
in draining the resources of their subjects instead of protecting them and 
ruling them to their contentment. They have realised all this and are 
consequently lamenting in agony. 

Patriotic brethren, adorers of the Mother, the English have reduced the 
thirty-three crores of Indians to skeletons and kicked them off into the streets 
a3 beggars. In: this propititious’ time—on this auspicious day—draw them 
into your embrace. The Mother has brought this auspicious moment through 
the present terribly evil time. Do not neglect this great opportunity... Let 
the English use their rod of administration as hard as they like, let them 
imprison and banish people, and cover the country with arms, ammunition 
and soldiers. You need not pay any heed to these external affairs. Let them 
do whatever they like. Come, let us work in silence. Come, let us find 
out the means of uniting the thirty-three crores of Indians in mind and soul, 
of removing their sufferings and giving them food. If in this distress no 
kindness and sympathy are shown to the poor children of the soil, how will 
they raise their heads? Even a thousand years of shouting will fail to 
rouse them. We must mix our tears with theirs, wipe their tears, take them 
into our arms and throw our arms round their necks, and thus know their 
hearts’ sorrow and try to remove them. Faith, faith, faith.is what is wanted— 
deep faith in the Mother’s power, faith in the Mother’s mercy. 

97. The same paper writes as follows :— ot 

We have now fully realised that this world 


“This world has no place for hag no place for the weak. In order to secure — 


the week.” one’s natural place in this world and develop 


one’s manliness, one must be first of all strong and healthy. To-day a current 
of coercion is flowing all over India. On one side, sorrow, despair, and 
momentary sparks of anger ; and on the other, cruel revenge, heartless layghter, 
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and piercing ridicule. In the midst of this wild: and fearful situation, the 
voice of God is: solemnly proclaiming to all Indians—be strong now. This 
voice fills the firmament, ‘the trees and shrubs, and the atmosphere. This 
new teaching has entered the very soul. Be strong, be strong, be strong. 

There is a class of people who say that since we are weak, we should 
cease to cultivate politics and do only what we can do without any trouble. 
This advice is the self-deception of a despairing soul. We may be weak, 
but should we leave our post at the helm and engage ourselves in sweeping 
the board? Is the quarrel ended, because we have been driven back by: 
reason of want of order and discipline and owing to our making speechification 
and boycott our only weapons? Does a quarrel vanish, if one shuts one’s eyes 
to it? Will the use of swadesht cloth, salt and sugar, as far as possible, in 
the family, an arrangement to send boys other than our own to national 
institutions, and the submitting of petitions after every act of official oppression 
remove the permanent hindrance to the welfare of India? So long as this 
great sin, this terrible bleeding and this incessant demoralisation of man 
will continue with full. force, there will be no peace, no security for this 
country. Shall we cease to cultivate politics because we are weak? Never. 

Again, will the foreigner spare you because you are weak? You may 
be small, but your activity annoys the English. The English will not be 
satisfied, so long as your manliness is not completely dead. A sheathing 
of your sword will not end the quarrel, It will end either by suppressing 
all the hopes and ambitions of the Indians or by destroying the supremacy 
of the English in India. 

When the quarrel is not to end, we must admit its existence. And when 
we have admitted it, the first question will be, how to remove our present 
weakness. The means of bringing strength to the vast body politic of India 
are, first organisation and second, development of strength. _ : 

(1) It is a psychological truth that unity not only concentrates scattered. 
forces, but creates an entirely new force. When this new force will be 
created in this country through unity, then we shall be able to grasp the 
true meaning of the Bande Mataram manira (formula). So long as unity is 
not established by efforts, that is, organisations of workers are not established 
throughout the country, the amount of strength necessary for advancement 
will never arise. ; see 

(2) The body must be made strong and capable of enduring hardship, 
with a view to the future welfare of India. The present weakness of the. 
Indians caused by servility need not cause despair. In other countries similar 
conditions have worked wonders. Be organised, keep good company and: 
make the body fit for the struggle for advancement—this is the indication 
of Providence. : | 

98. The Yuganiar [Calcutta] of the 23rd June writes as follows under. 

oo the heading *‘ Awakening of the popular power :”— 
aoe ening of Se, popular It has become known in the town.that on the 

; strength of the Press Resolution, the. Government 
is trying to get certain newspapers into difficulties. First of all these papers 
have been given a warning, and no one will be at a loss to understand the 
reason of this kind action. Ifthe Government’s frowns lead the newspapers 
astray from their path of duty, Government’s object is easily fulfilled. . On 
the other hand, the test of the purity of the gold is in the burning, and the 
genuineness of patriotism is tested by its passing through the ordeals of 
oppression and high-handedness. If the conductors. of newspapers fail in 
their duty towards the country and the public for fear of oppression, then 
it must be taken for granted that they are not fit for their task. But we 
believe that the conductors of most newspapers in Bengal are not ignorant 
of the risks and dangers of journalism and that they are prepared to undergo 
them, not being in the least frightened by the oppressions which are com- 
mitted by an alien Government, 

Government’s wild expectation has astonished us. It believes that 
stopping the mouth of a few newspapers and preventing meetings from being 
held will extinguish the fire: of discontent which has now spread over the 
whole. country, and destroy the new longing for freedom. Government seems 
to forget that as it has sown, so must it reap. Look at Russia, the country 
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from which England can yet take lessons’ in the cruel methods of grindin 
the subject people. See that through official oppression, through the shedding 
of the warm. blood of the people and through shrieks of women the dark sky 
of Russia is being lighted up by the rays of the rising sun. It is impossible 
for the Czar to stem the tide of the popular power, which manifests itself, 
just as a flower spreads its fragrance, on being trampled upon.’ The history of 
France bears glowing testimony to the truth of this statement, Do the English 
think that the lessons of history will be different in India from what they are 
in other countries? The truth 1s that no one will be able to check the course 
of the desire for freedom and emancipation from foreign yoke which has been 
manifesting itself in so many ways. 

The English think that the agitation, which now extends over the whole 
country, will cease as soon as a few newspapers and a few speakers are gagged. 
But the mouths of how many people will the English gag when all India 
from the sea to the Himalayas will be shaken by the united voices of three 
hundred millions of men, invigorated with new strength and new spirit? 
How many Indians will the weapons of the handful of English residents 
in India be able to kill? How long can foreigners, whose sole support is 
oppression, remain in a country whose people do not want them? He who 
has to live in water cannot afford to quarrel with the crocodile. The foreigner 
can remain in this country only so long as we suffer him to remain. ‘The 
moment that a newly risen nation says—‘ there is no room in the country for 
foreigners,’ that every moment will all the rights and privileges of foreigners 
fall to the dust like flowers separated from their stalks. 

_ Whenever the people of a country have found an opportunity of acting in 
concert, the foreigners have been compelled to obey their orders. The 
sowerful community of indigo-planters, supported though they were by 
eutenant-Governor Halliday, were blown away by .a whiff of the popular 
power just as dry leaves are blown away by astorm. The Poona atrocities 


came to an end the day the people ceased representing their grievances to 


the authorities and took the work of selt-defence in their own hands. It is 
therefore our first and foremost duty now to awaken the popular power and 
make a united effort, As soon as the people come to know their own rights, 
they will not depend upon others, and the war-drum will be sounded. The 
Mother’s sons will come to know their Mother and be beside themselves 
with joy. — 
99.. The same paper writes :— : 

The fact that we are meeting with so many 
| obstacles in striving to achieve our end shows that 
liberation is inevitable. The perverse intellect of the English, the frantic 
ravings of the loyal, the loud laughter or the scoffing words of the sceptic 
are to us reasons for hope rather than for despair. That in which you find 
reasons for discouragement or fear is to real workers rather a source of hope 
and encouragement. This very darkness indicates the advent of light. In 
this very death are imbedded the germs of life. This very persecution is 
laying foundations of strength. This very bewildering cry of those in fear 
and in trepidation is the pune to the harmonious lay of the future. This 
very cyclone will gradually thicken, gather strength and pave the way for 
lasting peace. Whoso longs for an immortal] object must be prepared to 
tread this path environed with perils. This is but the beginning of the end: 
the. land will be turned into a vast cremation ground, wails will rise from every 
house, dogs and jackals will leap and frisk and hold revel, human heads and 
human skeletons will lie scattered on paths and ways, the soil of India that is 
green with harvest will be crimsoned with torrents of blood, the horrid dance 
of the goddess of battle will awake a mighty vibration in every heart, people 
will be scourged by hunger as keen as that which led the starving sage 
Viswamitra tq the chandal’s hut, there to partake of dog’s flesh. When 
people’s life and property will no longer be safe, when Brahmins and kine and 
the life and honour of zenana women will be beset with perils, when the 
foreign civilisation, based and buttressed. on brute force, will manifest in the 
fullest measure its true character, then will Brahmanya Dev {the god Brahma) 
take pity for the sake of the good of the world and the good of Brahmins and 
- kine. God does not incarnate himself so long as religiou does not decline and 


An exhortation to take heart. 


YUGANTAR. 
June 23rd, 1907. 


YOGBNTAR, 
June 23rd, 1907, 


SANDHYA, 
June 24th, 1907. 


( 608 ) 


irreligion does not prevail in the fullest measure. That is why we say that 
the beginnings of this wrong-doing, injustice, oppression and irreligion inspire 
us with the hope that God will really prove gracious. People are not induced 
to set to work so !ong as they do not see, prospect of progress. The very fact 
that we are apprehending obstacles at every step, shows that the longed-for 
good is near at hand, We can now say, “Faint not nor lose heart,” 


* Go to tho sea-shore and mountain top, 

Lay hold on winds, meteors and thunderbolts, 
Search minutely every star in the heavens, 
And set to work to achieve your end. 


“ Then and then alone shall ye be able to destroy the foe, 
To cope with your antagonists, 

And to adorn with the jewel of freedom 

That head whereon ye now bear shoes.” 


100. It appears from the speeches of the rulers of India in Parliament, 


, writes the same paper that the desire of the English 

a oe «6 bee "bescane very powerful. They 

cannot for one moment check their passion to suck and enjoy the juicy 

Indian dominion. They can help you in many things ; but, beware, do not 

harbour the desire of establishing swaray. The writer then goes on to 
8ay -— | 

O yet blind folk, on the vast play-ground of Providence you are but toys 
of wood. You have no right to crush by your selfishness another’s country, 
another’s welfare for good. So long as Providence has kept India under your 
charge, some hidden purpose of His has been served, But the very moment 
your supremacy has became inimical to the welfare of India, He has with His 
own hand sown the proper causal seed for the destruction of this supremacy. 
The ore hope of swaray is only a seedling which has sprung out of 
this seed. 

101. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 24th June has the following under the 
heading “Shoes round the neck of the victor of 
Plassey ” :— 

A funny thing has happened at Cornwallis 
and Beadon Squares. Tosee and hear of it brings out laughter at one eye 
and tears at the other. 

At the western gate of Cornwallis Square and at the foot of the statue of 
the Maharaja Kali Krishna at Beadon Square, small straw effigies have been put 
up. ‘The forehead and abdomen of the effigies respectively bear paper labels— 
Bob Clive and Empire Day. And from the neck of the victor of Plassey in 
miniature effigy is suspended a white canvas shoe. | 

On receiving the news we went and saw the things personally. As soon 
as we saw the straw effigy in miniature we began laughing aloud and we could 
not help laughing on. The first thought that came to our minds was that the 
feringhis had indeed whitewashed the body of the victor of Plassey enough 
in their histories, but inside 1t was all straw. And that straw now stood 
exposed for all the public to see. Alas, what has been the expense to which 
the feringhis have not gone to teach our boys that Clive was a great hero. 
But their device has not succeeded. There has been a public exposure. Clive 
has been found out to have been made up wholly of straw. He was a kero 
without eyen having fought a battle. Ifthe Nawab’s troops had fought, the 
brave Mohan Lal would in that yery mango grove at Plassey have fixed this 
feringht hero of straw in the earth, This is the historical fact. But the 
more the feringhis with vain bragging are extolling Clive to the skies, the more 
are people laughing and pulling out and exposing the straw. That is why the 
sight of it all made us laugh. 

But a feeling of sadness immediately followed. We thought of Maharaja 
Krishna Chandra, Jagat Seth, Mir Jafar, and Raja Naba Krishna. It was to 
this city of Calcutta that the agents of Maharaja Krishna Chandra used to 
come to pay court to Clive. But what a humiliation to that feringhi hero 
to-day in the same Calcutta. The whitewash has peeled off, the straw stands 

exposed and for flattery, making fun with shoes is going on, = 


¢¢ Shoes round the neck of the 
victor of Plassey.” | 
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People say that it is in retaliation that shoes have been placed on the 
neck of the victor of Plassey. That bad man Curzon has made out to be 
true that absurd story of the Black Hole massacre by means of a stone memorial 
column. And the feringhis the other day placed garlands on this column. 
And in retaliation for this it is said that shoes have been suspended from the 
neck of miniature effigies of Clive, 


We advise the feringhis no more to speak of their family affairs and rake — 


up old sores—tbe stench is simply sickening. To think of the deceit, swind- 
ling, robbery and pillage oy means of which you managed to settle yourselves 
in this country makes one hang down one’s head in shame, That is why we 
say, do not shamelessly take the cover off the pot, sit quiet and keep the 
cover on it, and the more you take the cover off, the more will a sickening 
stench be emitted, making people inclined to spit out. As soon as you place 
garlands on the Black Hole memorial column, shoes are placed on the neck 
of your victor of Plassey. Be well behaved, hide your genealogy and let 
there be no further shameful doings. 

102. The Sandhya {Calcutia] (without date and received on the 26th 
June) writes :— 

The feringht savant Darwin is said to have 
| left it proved that man in Europe is descended 
from the monkey (Simia erythrea). We say man in Europe, for in the eye 
of the feringhi, and even according to the statement of Mr, Morley, man 
implies only the white man, the black man is not a man at all, So when 
one speaks of the progenitors of the human race, one must speak of and 
understand only feringhi men. But the conduct of a number of /eringhis in 
our country suggests that the feringht, while he may be descended from the 
monkey, is descended from the horse as well. For the feringhi when he sees 
a black man begins kicking and kicking backwards. Without a touch of the 
horse’s disposition, could one continue kicking backwards in this fashion? 
The mehter at Delhi has, by baving got kicked by Mr. Hyde, been bodily 
translated to heaven. So soon as he gets the kick, it is simultaneously given 
out that the mehter was suffering from disease, and was suffering greatly and 
that death to him was, in a sense, a boon. 

Again, at Rawalpindi topsy-turvy conditions have set in—the accused 
as a body have lost the services of vakils, and many scandalous things are 
happening. At Jamalpur, also, the same state of things prevails; at Barisal, 
too, it is the same,—on all sides confusion is rampant. At Lahore the Chief 
J udge, Sir William Clark, has invited blacks and whites, as brethren, to be 
friends. There cannot, be making friends, unless there is a mutual touching 
of shoulders, And with the feringht there can never be any touching of 
shoulders on our part. Can there be any making friends with men, whose 
touch makes a bath necessary, with whom we have nothing in common as 
regards language, ideas, customs, and manners, and who in these respects 
are rather quite the reverse of what we are? Furthermore, every /feringhi, 
white, grey, blue-black, yellow, pink or reddish-yellow, if only he has hat 
and coat on, thinks that he is a sort of master over the black men in this 
country. At heart they all despise and pity us, and we also at heart distrust 
the jferinght, have no respect for him, and only try to delude him and get 
money and honour out of him. We associate with the feringht, driven thereto 
by the thought of getting our daily bread and of gaining honour. This is 
the plain truth, and if with this truth, as the basis, further truths have to be 
given utterance to, then one must say that under no circumstances can there 
be friendship between the black and the white, in spite of what Clark, or 
Curzon, or no matter who may say. : 

The mehier at Delhi has died of a kick. If it was a feringhs that had lost 
his life and not a mehter, what would the feringht papers have said? Bloom- 
field was killed—a village was laid desolate. Does the feringhi think how many 
black men are being killed in this manner? That he does not think is because 
the value of the life of the black man to the white is small indeed. And 
yet the black is to be friends with the white—this is the cry which has been 
raised. Your sedition and defamation are merely the crying that is prompted 
‘by wounded sensitiveness. You know what we think and we also know what 
you want, and yet in order that the outward forms may be duly observed, you 
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wish to make the ghost utter hypocritically the name of Ram. What we 
have got to say is that we will speak out the truth, no matter what awaits us. 
Between the feringht and the black man, the relation is now that between the 
consumer and the food to be consumed. The feringhi will rule and we are to 
be ruled ; the feringhé will trade and we are to do the buying. Under such 
conditions there can be no friendship, That is why we are accustomed to 
say that the feringhé is our dushman enemy). A dushman has to be cast out— 
the feringhi has to be kept at a distance and converse held with him only from 
a distance. Let the feringhé stay or go, he will suffer the effects of his own 
karma, but feringhism must be renounced in any case. Be swadeshi, adopt the 
boycott, taking up your stand on the threshold of your society, and not 
armed with the (weak) political reed of the /feringht’s teaching. If we but 
succeed in accomplishing that little, we shall not have been born in vain. 
The feringht must be boycotted in any case. The /eringhis are trying to 
puzzle us, and we are striving to clear up puzzles. This is the only difference, 
but it is this little difference that makes a world of difference. 

103. The Hindi Bangavast [Calcutta] of the 24th June publishes the 
letter it has received irom Kishen Singh, which 
throws a new light on certain points in the life 
of his younger brother, Sardar Ajit Singh. 

104. The Daily Hitavadi ‘Calcutta’ of the 26th June writes that it is a 
matter of blind faith with the worthy people of 
Europe that to be great one has only by any trick 
to succeed in placing a shoe on another’s head. This is why on every pretext 
they are accustomed to belittle oriental peoples and reproach them (and 
specially the Indian section of them) with being liars and corrupt. Further, 


The letter of Ajit Singh’s brother. 


‘“‘ The decadence of the English.” 


‘it is amongst Englishmen that the unjust detractors of Indians are found in 


the largest numbers, The paper then proceeds to accuse the English them- 
selves of being liars, inasmuch as the anaes Proclamation has been on 
occasions described by their countrymen as a piece of “ political hypocrisy ” 
and as ‘‘ an impossible charter,” and it concludes by pointing to the recent 
revelations of the Committee of enquiry into the contracts in the Navy 
Department as evidence of their proneness to corruption. 


Uriya PAprrs. 


105. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 15th June states that a bridge 
; Pe Re on the river Salandi connecting the Bhadrak 
Sin SCtéwnn. with the Bhadrak Government offices has 
become very necessary. The cost of the bridge 
was estimated at rupees seventy or eighty thousand. The local authorities 
were therefore unable to incur this large expenditure from the funds at their 
disposal, The writer hopes that it will be found possible to grant a sum from 
the Public Works Cess, sufficient to meet the requirements of the case. ) 
106. The same paper is of opinion that the religious endowments 
was ellie ai ale established in Banki by the late Rajas of that 
charitable endowments in Banki. State are in a mismanaged state. Their income 
is mostly spent on unworthy objects. The writer 
therefore exhorts the people of Banki, interested in those endowments, to 
proceed under section 4389 of the Code of Civil Procedure with a view to 
bring them under the control of the District Judge. 
107. The same paper publishes a letter, which the rate-payers of Cuttack 
i peek Bees Ot have addressed to the Chairman of the Cuttack 
the attack Municipality. Municipality, requesting him to reject the proposal 
of appointing a Health Officer for the Municipality 
on a monthly salary of Re. 25, on the ground that the financial condition of 
the Municipality is not prosperous and that all available sums should be spent 
in completing the works already started by the previous Municipal Board. 
108. The »:ambalpur Hitaishint [Bamra] of the 15th June approves of 
ieseeiniaiiniieameni the declaration to extend the Irrigation Act to 
he > heed. ew’ Angul and is of opinion that many acres of uncul- 
turable and waste lands could be made culturable 
and productive by laying out embankmeuts across the beds of many streams 
aud rivulets in that State and by utilizing the stored water in various ways. 
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Considering the profits that would accrue to the cultivators of the soil, the 
people of Angul might be induced to pay a light irrigation rate. The writer 
advises the Chiefs of the Tributary and Feudatory States in Orissa to adopt 
the principles of the Irrigation Act in their respective States. 

109. The Utkaldiptka Sasey:? of the = 4 = ap a of the action 

; of the Governments of Bengal and Eastern Bengal 
i 4 shai Maus in searching for those Maulvis and Maullas whe 
and Mullas approved. are engaged in sowing the seeds of dissension 
among Hindus and Muhammadans, with a view to punish them according to 
law. Panchait Presidents will no doubt be in a position in those provinces to 
trace the tracts of these preachers of hatred. 

110. .The same paper highly = the liberality of Babus Krishna 

Liberality of Babus Krishna Chandra alit, Ram Sankar Rai and others, who 
Chandra Palit, Ram Sankar Rai have subscribed towards the fund of the Cuttack 
and others. Town Library Hall, and observes that other gentle- 
men will come forward to help the noble cause. | 

111. The Uriya and Navasamvad { Balasore | of the 12th June states that 
cholera prevails in the Balasore town and that 
many persons have succumbed to the fell disease. 

The same paper states that cholera prevails in many places in the interior 
of the Balasore district, where no medical help is available. 

112. The Pattamundai correspondent of the Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 
15th June states that two boys aged about 16 years 
in village Bangaldia near Pattamundai in the 
Cuttack district were killed by a thunderstroke on the 8th of June current. 

113. The same paper Seo eagg a notice over the signature of Mr. F. W. 

ee uke, Commissioner of Orissa, to the effect that 

denen er Bvornise’ “Fa, reward of Rs. 150 will be paid to any one who 

will produce proof to the satisfaction of the 

Commissioner that he has killed the man-eating tiger, which infests the Cuttack 
Dhenkanal Road, particularly the section of it within the Athgarh State. 

114. The Pattamundai correspondent of the Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 

: : 15th June states that paddy and rice are not avail- 

cvistress in Pattomundai inthe able in that part of the Cuttack district, that the 

: people are in great distress and that thefts and 

dacoities are in consequence frequent, 

115. The Jajpur correspondent of the same paper states that coarse rice 
sells at 63 seers and that fine rice at 5 seers a rupee 
in that subdivision of the Cuttack district. 

116. The Uriya and Navasamvad * cay age of the 12th June states that 

_ coarse rice sells at 8 seers a rupee in that place, 
Bate, sh Price of nice im that the outlook is very gloomy and that this sad 
sore. . . 
state of things 1s due to the constant export of 
food-stufis from that district. 

117. The Jajpur correspondent of the Utkaldipika [Cuttack | of the 15th 
June states that cholera prevails in many villages 
. in parganas Dolgram and Tisania in that sub- 
division of the Cuttack district and that a Hospital Assistant has been deputed 
there to arrest the progress of the fell disease. 

118, The Pattamundai correspondent of the same paper states that 19 

dacoits have been arrested in village Bhopal in that 
dar, Gntedar, leading @ gang of thana of the Cuttack district and that their ring- 
leader turns out to be a dafadar. 

119. The Begunia correspondent of the same paper states that about 
200 houses in village Dingar in Pargana Rameswar 
in Khurda, district Puri, were destroyed by fire 
and that the residents have been made homeless and helpless, Many of them 
are very poor and are not in a position to repair their houses. 

120. The Sambalpur Hitaishini [Bamra] of the 15th June states that one 
boy aged one and a half years, belonging to village 
Tungamal, and one girl aged 5 years, belonging to 
village Tangapasi in the Bamra State, were carried off by tigers, ‘while asleep. 
The tiger-scare has therefore become very great in that State. 
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121. The same paper states that a boy aged 12 years, belongi g to 
village Gulajipali in Bamra, died of ‘snake- bite in 
An unnatural death. the last week. : 7 


122. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 15th 
June states that there were good showers of rain 
and that the paddy plants are germinating. 

The Kendrapara correspondent of the same paper states that there were 
heavy showers of rain in that subdivision, helping the germination of the 


The weather in the Cuttack 
district. 


addy. | 
: The Jajpur correspondent of the same paper states that there was rain in 
that subdivision accompanied with a strong wind. 
123. The Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 12th June states that 
; want of water is much felt in the Balasore district. 
wee the This, added to the high price of rice, which sells at 
miss 8 seers per rupee, makes the people very anxious. 
124. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 15th June proposes to supply 
those weavers of Kendrapara in district Cuttack, 
A proposal to help the weavers who were brought to Cuttack by the District 
ee with fy-shuttle Board to learn weaving by the help of the fly- 
shuttle loom, with a certam number of those looms, 
as they are too poor to buy the same. The attention of the Cuttack District 
Board, as also of the generous public in that district, 1s drawn to the matter, 
125. The Uriya and Navasamvad | Balasore] of the 12th June finds fault 
ial aint oe te dines te = i i of the ag 4 Union enrap  wey 
1 mid rebuke © Utka! including its Secretary, for their neglect of duty, 
apiece | and. mameee that 7 Cudiens should antowan 
grain banks, co-operative credit societies, charkas and fly-shuttle looms, instead 
of wasting their energy and money in speeches and meetings. 


NARAYAN CHANDRA BHATTACHARYYA, 
Bengals Translator. 
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II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


788. The Amrita Bazar Pairika begs Sir Andrew Fraser to go through warn Bazar 
_ the judgment of Babu Sarat Chandra Chatterji, FATRIKS, 
ey Be ~ | of Babu Rash Beberi Deputy Magistrate of Monghyr, in the case against cinemas 
Babu Rash Behari Lal Mondal and others, as it will 
clearly show how some of his subordinate officials do not scruple to misuse 
the irresistible power vested in them. Asa result of this, a highly respectable 
and innocent gentleman was subjected to all the rigours of the criminal law 
and only narrowly escaped from its clutches. ‘There is ample justification for 
the Babu claiming damages from “ Messrs. Magistrate Allen & Co.,” and it is 
hoped that His Honour will accord his sanction to this being done. 


(e)—Legal Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


789. After referring to the reservation of 40 appointments in the A™#iT Bazar 
Secretariat solely for Europeans and the importa- 15, sune 1907 
Tureeroned big  jobbery st tion of English youths to catch thieves in this 
pam Calcutta Corporation Country, as examples of the wrong done to the 
ye children of the soil, the Amrita Bazar Patrike 
draws attention to another big jobbery which is being contemplated by 
Government through the Chairman of the Calcutta Corporation. Having 
decided on the amalgamation of the Plague and Health Departments, it has 
been resolved to raise the pay of the District Health Officers and give the 
posts to Europeans. This proposal of the Chairman is strongly condemned, 
as the present incumbents are quite efficient for their work, which they have 
hitherto performed satisfactorily and are satisfied with their maximum pay 
of Rs. 500. By increasing the pay of the Health Officer and employing highly : 
paid European plague doctors, who are now sought to be provided for 
by the sacrifice of the present “Native”. District Health Officers 
the Government is not doing justice but is exercising its might. The 
Municipal Commissioners sre helpless to prevent this. ‘‘Such is the pass to 
which: the people have been reduced. Instead of increasing the number of 
members of Legislative Councils, if the Government had restored the old 
constitution of the Calcutta Corporation and placed. the Municipal and District 
Board upon purely popular basis, it would have then conferred some real boun 
on the nation.” 


(h —General. 


790. The Amrita Bazar Patrika finds that the authorities are bent upon = Awnrra Basar 

i fa ca elgg Coconada into a second Rawalpindi, | ym" 

eM S80 Those who broke the law and committed outrages = 
ought to be punished, but if should be remembered that the incident was 
brought about by the brutal proceedings of Captain Kemp, and if anybody 
deserves punishment, itis he. In any other country the entire blame would 
have been thrown upon the Captain, and not upon the mob who were goaded 
to take the law into their hands. ‘ But the authorities are now on the war- 
path, and no wonder they are going to display their tiger qualities at Coconada 
also.” Although the outburst was neither semeuaieied nor had it any 
gies 9 complexion, detectives have been let loose in the town like sleuth 
ounds and arrests are being made almost every day. ‘To complete this 

drama of injustice, a punitive police force is to be quartered.”’ | 

791. ‘The absence from his Budget speech of any reference to the awful bogey 

oo: a state of affairs prevailing in Eastern Bengal, leads 
do oa mischief the partition has the Jndian Mirror to conclude that Mr. Morley is 
oe re imperfectly acquainted with the recent history of 
the new Province. The partition is the cause of all the trouble, and far from 
being a boon to the Government, it has proved a deadly curse. ‘The plea 
of administrative convenience is now seen to bea myth, and the measure has 
benefited neither the Government nor the people. It led to the boycott and 
the straining of the relations between Europeans and Indians, Nawab 


Naw InDla, 
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Salimulla, who once condemned the partition as a ‘‘ wretched business,’ 
supported it from self-interested motives. The journal is glad that the author 
of the Red Pamphlet is being prosecuted, and that some of the Muhammadan 
rioters have been convicted and sentenced. In some cases, the sentences have 
not been at all adequate to the offences, but it is a relief to find that the 
offenders are being punished. The recent manifesto of the Hindu leaders has 
proved clearly that the swaceshi and boycott have had nothing whatever to 
do with the disturbances. At Jamalpur, as elsewhere, the Muhammadans were 
the aggressors and the Hindus the sufferers, and to make the latter share the 
cost of punitive police would be adding insult to injury. 


VI.— MISCELLANEOUS. | 


792. The future both of the present foreign despotism in this country; 
| as wellas of the budding Indian nation, writes 
New India, hangs upon the question, ‘ Will the 
Government demoralise us, or shall we demoralise the Government ?’’ In 
declaring a boycott of British goods and, as in East Bengal, of the officialised 
Legislative Council and other honorary associations with the Govermnent, 
the Indians started a movement of passive resistance, which means the assertion 
of the will of the people over the will of the Government. In democratic 
and self-governing countries the success of passive resistance means nothing 
more serious than a change of Ministry, but in India it is not so harmless, 
viewed from the standpoint of the ruling race. It may aim at a specific reform 
only, but if it secures its end it is not likely to stop there, for.if the people 
can control the policy and acts of the Government, it will result in the gradual. 
transference of actual political power from the present foreign despotism -to 
the people of the country. It cannot be denied that the success of passive 
resistance means the ultimate overthrow of British authority in India.: The 
boycott meant no opposition to lawful authority, and once the people learnt 
the value of combination and set up the instruments by which they could 
combine, the present despotism would find itself absolutely powerless to resist 
the popular will and would be forced thus to submit to popular control. The 
boycott seeks to paralyse the State authority and gradually make the adminis- 
tration impossible, while repression means that the Government is trying 
to demoralise the people. ‘‘If we are demoralised, they win the day, and 
the future will be theirs. If they are demoralised, we win the day, and the 
future will be ours.” | | | 
793. The desire for freedom, innate in all men, says New India, has 
shal been quickened and strengthened by the British 
—— themselves through their own laws and institutions 
established in this country, and it is the height of folly to try and crush by 
repression a natural growth. This fatal folly is pointed out, not from an 
fear of repression, but in the interests of our national life and those of 
humanity at large. The is anxious that the Indian revolution which 
is impending should be as absolutely bloodless as possible, for it is essentially 
a moral conflict that is wanted. ‘We are anxious to attain our ideal of 
swaraj, without passing through those horrors that European revolutions have 
hitherto enacted. . . .. Repression means ultimately an appeal to physical 
force. The Government has dared to deport one of our leaders because 
of the biute force that stands behind it,” but an appeal to brute force will 
drive theepeople at least to think of it, even if they cannot at once create 
or organise it for the defence of their own rights or the promotion of their 
cause. People are already thinking of it, aud if the thinking becomes _persis- 
tent and a whole nation commence to think ardently of brute force, it will 
soon create aud gather that force and try to apply it, however inadequate 
it may be, to tie solutions of the problems ti:at may face it. ‘ Arms they 
may not manufacture. Ammunition they may not secure. Training and 
discipline they may not get for themselves But even without these, they 
may embarrass the Government, perhaps even far more seriously thin they 
could do with them. And what Government can fight its own subjects 
with arms and ammunition?” Thesg repressive measures will drive the 
agitation underground, und if an absolute and despotic Government like that 


The rroblem before us. 
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of the Czar “finds itself hopelessly paralysed before the upheavals of an 
underground’ Russia, how can a foreign despotism like that of England and 
India ever dream of successfully grappling with an underground India?” 
Lord Minto should stay his hand, or else in India, as elaewhere, ‘ freedom must 
walk to her own over the blood of her votaries.” __ 

794. Since the pujaries or custodians of the desecrated idols did not die § N®¥ Ivvm. 
in their defence, New India regards it as an indi- | ee 
cation that the old religion of the country has 


_ ___ @eased to exist, and urges the people to embrace 
the new faith—nationalism, and accord it the first and - foremost place in their 


heart. The votary of this living god, fired by fervour, will lay down his 
life than allow it to be broken by iconoclasts. It is therefore necessary to 
covert the whole country to this new creed. Every Hindu idol should be 
vested with the personification of the Motherland, and people should be 
taught to worship it with the mantram of Bande Mataram, ‘So feed the 
flame of nationalism by every possible means, and thereby hasten the con- 
summation ; for when it comes to pass, the different jarring religions of India 
will fraternise on their old battle-fields, and: Hindus and Moslems will embrace 
each other on the very spots where they have erstwhile broken each other’s 
heads.” All patriotic Indians, both Hindus and Muhammadans, should make 
every effort to put down the fire of religious feud which Kas been lit evidentl 
by the interested bureaucracy in the Province.. The two communities should 
bring about an effective rapprochement by raising themselves in each other’s 
estimation ; the Hindus by organising and arming themselves and learning to 
stand for fight, and the Muhammadans by culture and cultivating nationalism 
at the cost of their fanaticism, ‘The conduet of Nawab:Salimulla and the 
Muhammadan police officers who are hunting. down the Hindu nationalist in 
East Bengal should not be misjudged, for one may be simply acting the 
piper and playing the tune which he paid for, while the others are doing. it 
for the sake of their bread, Liberation of India is not yet thought of by 
thé Muhammadan masses in East: Bengal, but ‘‘ Bande: Mataram is: more than 
a match for their fanaticism plus alien: despotism and all other odds that 
ean be arrayed against:it. The world’s: history bears out the truth ‘of this.” 
The Hindu-Muhammadan trouble never cccurs in-a Native State,‘but the 
alien bureaucracy do their level best to make the problem more complicated 
and difficult of solution. The true and effective solution must therefore 
come from the people, and the nationalists in Bengal, while effectively chastis- 
ing the erring Muhammadan mob, should “inoculate their heart with the 
wirus of Bande Mataram,” .so as to facilitate the solution of the problem of 
swara). | 
' «795. Commenting on what it calls. a manifesto issued by fifteen prominent _Beweatzs, 
_ .Hindu leaders challenging Mr. Morley’s statement ®t June 1907. 
: that tle Hindus were to blame for the strained 
relations which prevailed. between them and. the : Muhammadans in East 
Bengal, the Bengalze supports its demand: for an enquiry as to who supplies 
the preaching Maulvies with funds, and the organisation which sends them 
out, The official myth that the Muhammadans were compelled by violence 
to abstain from the purchase of foreign goods, has been effectually demolished, 
and corroborative evidence has been forthcoming that the troubles ‘were due 
to the Red Pamphlet and the preaching of Muhammadan Maulvies. The 
Nawab’s name has been often and freely mixed up with these questionable 
movements of itinerant Mullahs, and asthe Government is notoriously: friendly 
to the Nawab, it should have an enquiry made in its own interests. . ee 
796. Bande Matoram finds that its liturgy published in connection with Bayz Matazax, 
an article on ‘*Newmania’”’ has not been appre- = 1h June 107, 
. ciated by the Times of India, and therefore revokes 
it and substitutes the following in its place: —‘‘ From Lala Lajpat and agitation, 
from the ‘ goomtee’ of the National Volunteers, and the gun of the disaffected 
Sikh, from malaria and the Bande Mataram,.from swaraj and Bepin Chandra 
Pal, from Syamiji Krishna Varma and’ Mr. Hindman, from mild Fraser and 
diletante Hare, Good Lord deliver us! From boycott and swadeshi, from 
dysentery and tramcars, from enteric and extremism, Good Lord deliver us! 


But most of all from the friendship of the Babudom and the rayings of the 
Bande Mataram, Good Lord deliver us!” ) 


The Hindu-Muhammadan pro- 
blem in Eastern Bengal. 


The manifesto. 


Newmanja unappreciated. 
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‘797. Bande Mataram points to the proposal supported by 36 votes at the 

) a _-°' Madras Provincial Conference of boycotting British 
a goods for the purpose of political retaliation, as 
an indication of the progress of the new spirit in Madras. The defeat of the 
proposition represents a courage of conviction, a determination to follow a 
fixed principle at any cost, and a willingness to suffer ridicule or even undergo 


_ sacrifices if necessary, while the victory may be due to moderate machinations, 


and the people’s faith in the effete methods of agitation for political privileges.. 
Great hopes were built by these moderate politicians in the concessions 
promised by Mr. Morley, and the journal sympathises with them in their dark 
disappointment. ‘‘ But we are sure people who can persist in believing that 
India has received benefits from England will go on hoping that benefits of a 
more far-reaching character will come to them some time before Doomsday, 
and hope deferred will never make their heart sick.” 

798. It is considered necessary by Bande Mataram that the last tie of 
bondage must snap, all distracting causes be 
removed, love for shadows disappear, unselfishness 
realised and the disenchantment completed before the Indians can earnestly 
take up the uphill work of national regeneration. The journal is glad that 
Mr. Morley’s make-believe of a reform is bound to produce the desired effects. 
The Morley brand reform is a type of what only can be expected from 
foreigners, and coming as it does from the most generous of givers and bearing 
the conspicuous stamp of “ thus far and no further,” it will extinguish all 
hopes in future and cause the people to abandon the phantom and reconnoitre 
real difficulties and obstacles in the way of true reform. Political aspiration 
in India will no longer be satisfied with mere baubles. Serfdom is now 
recognised as too great an evil to be tolerated even in an attenuated form, but 
those who delight in and profit by keeping others down will never loosen their 
hold even to the slightest extent, though all the time they will be at pains to 
show that they are pressing their yoke very lightly. With a clear pronounce- 
ment that everything must be sacrificed to the stability and prestige of the 
British Government, no self-respecting Indian should mistake his duty. India 
belongs to the Indians, and they must oppose the British policy with the deter- 
mination of a nation deeply moved by the one mighty impulse of freedom. 
Despots have always bragged and vaunted, and Metternich, the chief repre- 
sentative of Austrian despotism, who boasted that Italy was not a country but 
a geographical expression had his hopes shattered, If history repeats itself, 
Bande Mataram predicts a similar fate to the proud imaginings of the Liberal 
tyrant in England, who must go the way of all despots and leave the Indians 
to realise their ideal and manhood. , 

799. Ina third article with the marginally-noted heading, the Amrita 

Wins ex Maanh i Bazar Patrika seeks to impress on all leaders the 
rene Oe oe ee necessity of divesting themselves of the idea that 
political agitation is the only means of saving India. The fact must be 
reeognised that even if political agitations had their uses before, they are now 
a mere waste of time, energy, and money, and also fraught with danger. The 
Tories and Liberals in England have combined and made it quite clear 
that the Indians will be allowed to have no voice in the administration of their 
country, and ‘funder the new Liberal dispensation, the promoters of such 
political agitation, however respectable they may be, are liable to be arrested 
as rioters, putin hajut, and subjected toa slow process of death.” Public 
meetings and angry speeches have not helped to improve the situation, and 
now even this innocent pasttime will not be whl 4 Yes, they will not 
allow us even to utter a groan when kicked.” Tunis should convince all that so 
long as they depend upon others and not upon themselves, they must sink 
gradually lower in the scale of nations till they disappear like the Kgyptians, 
the Greeks, and the Romans. There is, however, no cause to despair if the 
Indians know how to utilise their resources Their attention is drawn to the 
excellent counsel of the Gaelic American, an ardent friend of the Indians, 
which deprecates all violence and says that first of all ‘the Indian people must 
rely upon themselves alone and onthe consciousness of the justice of their cause 
in all they may do in furtherance of their aims at national life.” Secondly, 
they must divest their agitation of its political character and thus avoid “all 
fruitless collision with the authorities.” Thirdly, ‘“ swadeshi should be rigorously 
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practised and provocations. offered by the British and by native protégés in 
their service, should be accepted in silence.” Fourthly, “for the present, 
patience and organisation.” and, it may be added, the development of manliness 
ard rationality. a se : 

800. Asa sample of writing, on which articles in the Native Press will 
henceforward be modelled, Bande Mataram publishes 
the following, whieh it explains has been versified 
by Sir Herbert Risley, approved by Lord Minto, and _ re-approved by 

r. Morley, who has cabled the lines at his own expense to the Editor of this 
journal in the hope that. it will help so to restrain its violent language, that in 
the end the following epitaph may be written on his monument :— 


‘“* He was as meek as any lamb, 
He never said a single dam.” 


Tne following is the sample :— 


‘Thou great first power least understood 
Who all thy sense confined 

To know but this, that thou art good 
And that myself am blind. 


A prayer for the Press. 


‘What conscience dictates to be done, 
Or warns me not to do, 

That teach me more than hell to shun, 
This more than heaven pursue. 


Teach me how not to feel my woe, . 
To hide the fault I see; _ 

That mercy which I always show, 
That mercy show to me. 


Save me alike from foolish pride, 
And impious discontent. . | 
Let my erring feet have for their guide, 
My rulers’ pious intent.” 


BanDe MaTaRaM, 
llth June 1907. 


801. Although Mr.. Morley silenced discussion of the present political Banpz Marsrax, 


Solidarity of front. situation in India with the object of preventing a 
weak points ia the panoply, and finds that the average Anglo-Indian, from a 
selfish desire to secure and safeguard his own interest, is not unanimous with 
the Government. Thus while the Government is anxious for its own safety 
and afraid of ** concerted action” against itself and is resolved to silence all 
discussion to safeguard its own interests, an Anglo-Indian correspondent of 
the Times would not mind * even violent criticism of Government measures 
and of the conduct of Government officials.” He cares only for the safety of 
foreigu birds of prey and of passage which have settled down upon India with 
a hunger that knows no satistaction, and asserts that only ‘denunciation of the 
whole English :a:e cannot be permitted.” ‘“'There is no people more selfish 
that the English, and Englishman have been known to go the length of 
supplying arms and ammunition to nations at war with England only for filthy 
lucre. Such is their vaunted patriotism. Neither their patriotism nor any 
other noble sentiment ever stands in the way of smothering even their 
conscience in order to secure some material gain.” 
802. Commenting on Mr. Morley’s Budget speech, the Indian Mirror 
_ apprehends a general dissapointment throughout 
an Indian Budget in Parlia- the country that his programme of refoim does 
—— not go beyond a partial construction of the Indian 
Legislative Councils. It is, however, creditable that he has thought fit to 
initimate reforms in spite of recent events in the Punjab. oe 
The debate was interesting and important to India, but the most dis- 
appointing part of it has been the refusal of Mr. Morley to grant a Royal 
Commission to enquire into the causes of the unrest in India. 


solidarity of front, Bande Mataram already discovers — 


llth June 1907, 


InDiaN MIRROR, 
§ 8th June 1907. 


803. The Indian Mirror thanks Mr. Morley for the concessions promised sp1ay Misnor, 


= in the former’s budget speech, which it regards 

oe ee ee as the first instalment of Indian reforms. The 
journal: is particularly pleased at the introduction of one or two Indian 
members in the India Council, bnt considers that if the official majority 
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will be maintained in the Imperial and Provincial Legislative Councils’ 
they will continue to be a sham. The Advisory Council. may - prove 
a useful institution, but it is hoped that it will not meet the same fate 
as the Council of the Indian Empire, and that its advice will be followed by 
Government in all important matters of State, _ _ | 

804, The Amrita Bazar Patrika is of opinion that the Indians will gain 
very little by the expansion of the Councils, as the 
| Government is willing to.give them any number 
of representative members so long as it leaves for itself an overwhelming 
majority, The appointment of one or two Indian members on the India 
Council is understood to mean that one will be selected now and the other 
five hundred years afterwards. The selection will further rest with Govern- 
ment, and the Jucky Indian will perhaps be Sir M. Bhowanagree. Even if 
Mr. R. C. Dutt were to be taken in, he could-be only one among twelve; and 
must either officialise himself or remain an outcast among his colleagues. 

805, Commenting upon the effect of Mr. Morley’s . the Bengalee 

finds it the pronouncement of a thoroughgoing 

bureaucrat uttering the formula of bureaucracy with 
all the fervour and emphasis of a new proselyte, and pronounces his inconsis- 
tencies to be far greater than those of Burke. The journal takes great exception 
to his styling the educated and intelligent Indians his ‘‘ enemies,” and 
considers that it argues a degree of tactlessness utterly inexcusable on the 
part of one of the highest Ministers of the Crown, Such hard words 
exasperate a people and excite their anger. If Mr. Morley carried out the 
principles enunciated in his refusal to allow the prosecution of Lala Lajpat 
Rai, all prosecutions for sedition should be given up, and those suspected 
of the offence should forthwith be deported. The only illuminating passages 
in the speech are those which refer to administrative efficiency and the 
defects of the Indian bureaucracy. In conformance with Mr. Morley’s 
view, the partition of Bengal should be modified or undone, as it was inaugu- 
rated under the pleaof increased efficiency. ‘‘ Mechanical, lifeless, and soulless ”’ 
bureaucratism will continue, for the constitution and tradition of Anglo-Indian 
society render it impossible in these days for Magistrates to mix with the 
people. Isolation from the people is the creed of the modern Anglo-Indian, 
and Mr. Morley’s dream can never be realised. a 

806. Reviewing the reforms referred to by Mr. Morley in his Budget 

sain wiih tit Sted speech, the Hindro Paérwt sincerely hopes that 

ee the Committee considering the subject will give 
effect to the proposal of relieving the Indian Exchequer ofa portion of the 
Army expenditure. India has almost invariably been made to pay for 
imperial schemes, and hus come to be described as the patient milch cow. It 
would, therefore, only be reasonable that England now paid the just share of 
the cost of the defence of India, especially as the importance of England is 
derived from her being the possessor of this great empire. The Council reforms 
do not appear to affect the Executive Councils, and it is hard to say what the 
special and material advantage will be if these are left as they are. For 
purposes of show the Indian Chiefs might do well enough on the Advisory 
Council; but it would be no reform to shut out the educated community of 
approved loyalty, and import ruling Chiefs instead. Mr. Morley’s plea 
regarding the fitness of Indians for higher posts has been proved to be insup- 
portable, and the Indians should be given a fair trial before appraising their 
worth, The present system of working the Councils requires to be altered, 
so that Indian members may have a direct hand in administrative affairs, and 
not merely the hollow right to read out written speeches. The Indian 
“members of the House of Commons should press for the appointment of an 
Enquiry Commission, as it will give Mr, Morley a clear knowledge of the 
prevailing conditions and help him to remove the defects of an administrative 
system which he describes as antiquated, prejudice-ridden, and obstructive. 
Whilst seeking to suppress lawlessness, Mr. Morley should place a limit to the 
introduction of repressive measures and make it a point to rule over the hearts 
of the people. Ifthe agitation does not prevent the grant of these reforws, 
Mr. Morley should be consistent and annul the partition, so as not to be 
charged with cowardice, om Pes : | 


The promised reforms. 


Mr. Morley’s speech. 
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807. The revolution which has been worked in Indian opinion and 
Indian feeling in the last two years is con- 
| | sidered by Bande Mataram to be responsible for 
Mr. Morley’s reforms being now received by some with scorn and ridicule, by 
others with bitterness and dissstisfaction, and even by the most loyal with 
a cold and qualified recognition. Indian opinion has made an enormous 
advance, but British Liberalism stands where it Was and refuses to move 
forward. The British entered into a very one-sided bargain with India, and 
the political leaders of the latter, overpowered by a sense of their own 
weakness, of the superior excellence of British civilisation, of the unshakable 
might of Britain, and a profound trust in the justice of England and the 
enuineness of English Liberalism, were ready to take gratefully and 
contentedly whatever small mercies were conceded to them. Now, however, 
the people are determined to assert their separate national existence, and 
demand an immediate recognition of their right to control their own affairs, and 
no man can control this force which no wan has created. ‘The British 
Government is like Tarquin with the Sybil; the terms it has refused will no 
longer be Offered to it. It might have purchased contentment, a new lease 
of Indian confidence, and a long spell of ease at a very small price only three 
or four years ago. Now at a price ten times as high it will be able to purchase 
at the most a short truce in a war which must be fought to the end.” Recog- 
nising this fact, Mr. Morley with an indiscreet frankness referred to the 
educated class in India as “our enemies.’ The new-born nationatism 
generated by the partition has sprung in a few days almost to its full stature, 
and therefore no reform will be acceptable which does not ensure a popular 
control, make reactionary legislation by despotic Viceroys impossible, and 
open the way to swaraj, The success of Mr. Morley’s reforms has been 
ruined by the series of repressive measures which preceded them, and although 
the Liberal press in England unanimously complimented him ‘‘ on his courage 
in coupling a oye with reforms, kicks with bread crumbs,” this journal 
is struck by his singular want of sagacity, and of even an elementary 
knowledge of human nature, and the feelings which govern great masses 
of men. 

808. Ina separate article on the question of Council reform, the same 
journal assures Mr, Morley that nothing short 
of effective control over the Executive Government 
and the public expenditure will satisfy public opinion, As long as the popular 
voice is dominated by official opinion, it will remain ineffectual. An official 
majority need not be maintained if the Government were to retain the power 
of vetoing any measure. Councils to prove useful must meet from week to 
week for at least six months in the year, the period of office for each member 
should be increased to at least three years, and the system of rotation should 
be discontinued. 

809. The Bengalee welcomes the clear pronouncement of policy made by 
ee _ Mr. Morley in his Budget speech, because it has 
BS ig budget in British Parli- tho effect of enlightening the Indians as to their 
scaly actual position. The proposed reforms mean 
nothing, The ‘‘ Advisory Council of Notables” is to be merely an orna- 
mental show, for the duties assigned to it, are not the proper functions of a 
body to which is ultimately to be handed over the government of a great 
country, nor will they be of a nature to justify the name of the Council. 
The two other reforms appear to be concessions to a demand put forward 
by the Congress, almost since its inception, but their genuineness depends upon 
the spirit and temper in which they are carried out. If the executive will 
preponderate and the official majority is to be retained intact in the Councils 
as long as India is connected with England, then there is no ueed of enacting 
the farce of expanding the Councils or including Indian members in the 
Secretary of State’s Council. Such half hearted reforms will not satisfy the 
Indians, and the*breech between the officials and the peeple will widen still 
Saris if England does not promptly adopt a courageous policy in relation 
to India. oe 

810. The Kayastha Messenger is exceedingly disappointed in Mr. Morley’s 

Ria second Budget speech. In spite of frustrated 
hopes, peorte stl] expected future favours from 
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the Liberal Secretary of State, but it seems the voice ‘of the wretched 
Indians is not deserving of the least attention or consideration of the British 
people. At first there was doybt as regards any unrest in India, but when 
circumstances have proved its reality, Mr. Morley refuses to make an impartial 
enquiry into the matter to arrive at a right understanding of the situation. 
The journal deprecates the use of the epithet “our enemies” as ee to 
educated Indians, and accuses Mr. Morley of being guilty of the same 
“misjudgment” against which he wanted to warn his countrymen. The 
Indian is not seditious or inimical to the British people, but it cannot be 
denied that the reactionary policy set up by the late Viceroy has made them 
discontented in the extreme. A strong impression prevails of. the absolute 
innocence of Lajpat Rai, and it would have been very expedient and prudent 
for the Government to dispel this delusion by holding a public trial. The 
idea that he has been wrongly deported might be more harmful than the 
supposed advertisement of his seditious propaganda. As regards the “ Fuller 
on it is suggested that ifthe partition was so modified as to place the 
whole of the Bengali-speaking people under one administration and make 
Bihar with Chota Nagpur a separate independent province, the widespread 
discontent in Bengal would have been removed without impairing British 
prestige. The proposal to establish an Advisory Council of Notables promises 
some real good to the people, provided the selected men command public 
confidence. The enlargement of the Councils will prove beneficial if greater 
freedom of speech in discussing measures is allowed tothe members and they 
are permitted to exert an influence on legislation and administration. The 
introduction of Indians as members of the India Couneil will inspire in the 
people greater confidence in the decisions of the Secretary:of State in Council, 
but much will depend on the selection made. ee: 

811. As Mr. Morley approved of the measures repressing the rights of 
free speech and of free Press, and practically 
declared in his budget speech that the Indians are 
not fit for representative government, the Mussalman concludes that he does not 
intend his proposed reforms to make the Indian Government less personal or 
despotic. It follows therefore that no real reform of the Government is 
intended, and the small changes outlined by the Indian Secretary will not alter 
the condition of the people and remove their many genuine grievances. The 
declaration that the official majority will be maintained even in the enlarged 
Councils, terminates all hope of any real transference of power from the 
bureaucracy to the people. ne aby San 

812. The much-vaunted reforms have utterly disapp»inted those Indians 
who still expected something substantial from 
‘honest John,” and the Mussalman cannot under- 
stand how Mr. Morley thinks of pacifying them with those so-called conces- 
sions. Instances are not wanting of the Government riding rough-shod 
over the unanimous opposition ani protest of the entire Indian population, 
including their representatives, and if any expansion of the Logislative 
Councils and adequate representation of the people are really wanted, nothing’ 
short of an elected majority will content the people. Due representation in 
the Viceregal Executive Council is another just and legitimate demand. The 
constitution of the Advisory Council will only serve to strengthen the hands 
of the Executive, as the majority of Rajas, Maharajas, Nawabs and big 
zamindars are mere tools in the hands of the foreign bureaucracy. Under the 
circumstances, this reform will be an unmitigated evil. Such ‘‘dodges and 
jobberies ” on the part of the paternal Government will not content the people. 

813. Bande Mataram is glad to note that some of its moderate contem- 
poraries have begun to show a distinct liking for 
what they used to abhor as ‘“‘ Dangerous Extremist 
politics.” The Indian Patriot of Madras, hitherto well known for its opposition 
to the New Thought, admits that the laws of the land have been Monnet 
with by the Government, and comments on the ‘ oe proceedings of 
the Government” which it calls ‘‘ aberrations of authority.” This should, 
however, have convinced the Madras journal that it is not possible for the 
Indians to get. political rights as gifts from such a Government. .‘‘ While the 
ideal of the Englishman in India is to keep the people here. in perpetual 
servitude for his own benefit, the ideal of the Indian is to secure for himeelf 
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those rights which alone make national existence worth ps, g-”’ It is 
hoped that Mr. Morley’s Budget speech well rid moderate publicists like the 


Patriot of the last lingering delusion that. ‘‘ this is. only a passing phase of — 
' political thought.” 


The Indians want a sound and sensible policy based 
upon the truth, and if English professions of liberalism turn out to be delusions 
and the extremist view is the right one, the discovery of the truth should 
be: welcomed, for it would be deplorable were there a continued resort 
to the mask and undue delay in the inevitable awakening. : 
814. The Amrita Basar Pairika reproduces the letter of the forty-two  Aunrrs Basan 
Indian berristers, pleaders, and others to the Civil roy, jure 0 


The loyalty letter romarding and Military Gaectte, and remarks that the writers 


. Political tension in the Panjab have furnished a living and striking example a 
the adage, ‘kissing the rod that strikes” or “‘ blessing the foot that kicks.” 


Their conduct is compared with that of the grateful servant who, after he 
had been so vigorously shoe-beaten by his generous master that the shoes 
were torn to pieces, threw hiniself at his master’s feetand thanked him for 
not charging anything as the price of the shoes. The writers might have 
restrained their gush at least till the Rawalpindi cases were finished. | 
815. Bande Mataram styles the letter of the forty-two educated Punjabi 24*># Marsnay, 
. ee gentlemen to the Civil and Military Gazette 1%» Jue 1907. 
i - phychology of artificial artificial loyalty and couples it with the recent 
en views of the Editors of the Indian Nation. and the 
_ Indian. Mirror, .who now share this dislike of the nationalists. The educated 
Indian mind has been gradually losing that robust and bold imagination 
which .can alone seize upon and exult a great idea. Paralysed by 
depressing news, they cannot rise above immediate defeat. Besides, the fear 
of immediate risks and the deadening influence of their education are all 
responsible for their anti-national tendengy. . “Those who forget their 
birthright of liberty and boast of their serfdom in the name of prudence and . 
moderation are not the men to whose call the nation will respond, and they do iy 
not count in determining the future.”’ if 


816. Bande Mataram compares the attitude of the disaffected wine- x0" Mammy, | 
‘ste oe’ owers of France towards their unsympathetic “*%™™. | 
—— overnment with the demand of the insurgent 


national spirit amongst. the Indians, which is no less imperative than that of 
animal wants. ‘The insurgent spirit of the people can neither he argued or 
frightened into quiet, and the sufferers in France, under the impression that 
the Government can come to their rescue, have been indulging in violent 
manifestations: In India the demand has arisen from a clear perception of 
a close-connection between autonomy and material prosperity. To seek to 
repress it by coercion is only adding fuel to fire. en a people feel the 

necessity of self-assertion it is impossible to hold them back. oe 

817. As all classes of moderates have been crying themselves hoarse for 84»>s Matzx, 
seiaakame: a change in the policy of the Government, Bande  ‘>?ne?- 

on oe Materam is surprised that they should express 
their disappointment as loudly as before, now that the inevitable change has 
come. They are apparently unable to get at the root of the evil, which is 
the degrading desire of the Indians to depend on others and sue for privileges. 

‘‘Haviog lost his self-respect, one must not expect to be treated with respect 

by those from whom one begs.” The moderates should turn away from the ig 
mirage of concessions and reforms, to their country, and they will realise ij 

that the truth has been sent them through circulars, ordinances, prosecutions, | | ) 

and persecutions. ‘ This truth we must realise and utilise to chalk out the 

path of our progress that will take us to the goal of our national ambition.” 

818. To facilitate the spread of the nationalist creed, Bande Mataram Ptsre Maraney, 
advises the dissipation of the delusion that the oe 
people are not prepared for any bold or manly 
course of action for their self-improvement. Tis fallacy has prevented many 
from rallying round the banner of the extremists. It is really due to the fear 
that the Ht bureaucracy will never allow the Indians to behave as a free 
people, and if a self-respecting attitude on their part provokes if into a 
corresponding militant spirit, they will be ‘swept away like a piece of 
straw in the surging tide of persecution.” The repressive action of the 
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bureaucracy makes such an apprehension seem natural, but it should be 
remembered that no nation can rise without a struggle, and prudence dictates 
the courageous course. ‘If we have faith in our cause we should not 
hesitate to try a bold and manly course of action. The practical man’s advice 
is to at once put our shoulders to the wheel, and the much-expected Hercules 
will then join in time.” ed 

819. The Jndian Nation emphatically asserts that the unrest apparent 
in various parts of India is not due to political 
grievances or ungratified political aspirations, but 
has been caused by the licentiousness of the press and platform and the 
unrestrained propagation of doctrines subversive of law and order. It is 
never difficult to seduce people from obedience and to provoke the rebel 
spirit, and various vile tricks for this purpose have been sedulously practised 
for the last two years ormore by a certain class of writers and speakers. 
This teaching resulted in the defiant demonstrations of students, the strikes 
of employes in various offices, and the open flouting of authority. No conces- 
sions of Government can conciliate the new leaders, as they care very little 
for their country, and their object is merely to make a name as speakers or 
writers, to make their papers sell, or otherwise to aggrandise themselves, They 
are bent on exciting the worst passions of the mob, and the greatest mischief 
they are doing to the country is the spoiling of the boys. Emboldened by the 
latitude they have been so far given, they are coming to assume an attitude 
of open defiance to law and order, They may soon have to discover 
that they have only been rushing to their own extinction. 

820. The Indiam Empire is glad to find that the people in England 
are at last realising that Lord Curzon was at the 
root of all evil in India. It is true that he sowed 
the wind and the present Government is reaping 
the whirlwind, but the latter is no less to blame than the former in neglecting 
the almost unanimous public voice in the country which is repeatedly demand- 
ing the removal of certain popular grievances, 

821. There are many papers in England, says the Indian Empire, which 

Mr. Morley’s fall are lamenting as much Mr. Morley’s fall from 

the right principles of Liberalism as the people 
have been doing in India, This Liberal Minister of the Crown is unanimously 
accused of excusing and defending coercive judicial acts and the inter- 
vention of the soldiery to repress popular manifestations which are the direct 
outcome of a policy which all his life he has condemned. ‘High hopes were 
entertained when his appointment as Secretary of State for India was announced, 
but no one thought that so soon we were to be disillusioned in this way.” 
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